
HERCULES BEETLE     
Dynastes Hercules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED SUPPLIES YOU NEED 

• Copy of Hercules Beetle cut-outs 

• 2 paper brads 

• Instruction sheet 
 

• Scissors 

• Pencil or something to punch 
small holes for brads 

 

How to: 

1. Cut out pieces. 

 

2. Poke holes where indicated: 2 wings, wing cover, head, and mandible. 

 

3. Put the brad through the wing cover and then two wings in order.  Next 

push brad through the body and secure. 

 

4. The second brad is the eye so put through front of beetle head and then 

through lower mandible and secure. 

 

 

 

 



Hercules Beetle Facts 

Why is this beetle named Hercules? 

Distinctive Feature 
Hard, armoured shell and horn-like pincers 

Habitat 
Tropical Rainforest 

Predators 
Bats, Rats, Birds 

Diet 
Omnivore 

Favorite Food 
Decaying wood, fruit, leaves 

Size 
Can grow up to 7 inches long! 
 

Weight lifting 
 
 A Hercules Beetle can lift 100 times their body weight   
 
   A Hercules Beetle weighs 5 ounces.  How much could he lift?   
   How much is 100 times your body weight?  Could you lift that much? 
         
Hercules Beetle Conservation Status   

 The Hercules beetle is threatened as much of its natural habitat has been lost to 
deforestation or been affected by both air and water pollution. 

Hercules Beetle Locations    Central and South America 

 





Clothespin Ant 

Supplies provided: 

• 3 pompom balls 

• Construction paper 

• Clothespin 

• 2 Googly eyes 

 

 

Supplies needed: 

• Glue 

• Pencil 

• Scissors 

• Green paint (optional) 

• Paint brush (optional) 

• Markers (optional) 

 

Instructions: 

Step 1: If you choose, you can paint your clothespin green. This will make you ant look like it is sitting  

on a leaf (optional step). Let clothespin dry 

 

Step 2: Draw antennae on the constriction paper. You can make your antennae realistic or be 

adventurous by designing your own style of antennae 

 

Step 3: Glue the pompoms to the top of the clothespin 

 

Step 4: Glue your antennae to the middle pompom 

 

Step 5: Add your googly eyes to the front pompom to make your ant’s face 

 

If you want to make your own colony of ants, try using cotton balls in place of pompoms. You can color 

the cotton balls any color you want! Maybe you have some green or blue or pink ants in your colony. I 

found that the wide washable Crayola markers work best for coloring cotton balls.  

 

 

 

(Instructions adapted from https://www.crayola.com/crafts/clothespin-ant-craft/ ) 

https://www.crayola.com/crafts/clothespin-ant-craft/
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