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Personal Perspectives 

Distancing and other COVID-related impacts on job and social life 

Advocating for families for access to education 

Families in crisis, lack of affordable child care 

Digital divide impacts many people and COVID brought it to the fore and made it worse 

 

Option One --  Jump Start the Economy 

 

Action Drawback 

Jump start the overall 
economy through various 
economic stimulus tools 

Benefits mostly upper echelons of economy, stockholders 

Infrastructure spending Government is currently running a high debt load 

Affordable universal child care Is there funding and political will to adopt universal child 
care? 

Reopen schools Many variables: what about the parents? What about other 
economic and social pressures in peoples’ homes? Are we 
risking health if vaccines are not widely available for all? 

Affordable universal  before- 
and after-school programs 

Draws funding from other programs, hard to find quality 
staff, some parents would game the system 

 

 



Option Two – Move to a sustainable Economy  

 

Action Drawback 

Make high speed 
internet a public 
utility 

Telecommunication tech companies already heavily profit from 
COVID-related upsurge in usage  

Expand options for 
rural internet 
access 

Affordability does not necessarily go along with access 

Make high speed 
internet a public 
utility 

Decrease private sector investment / innovation in tech infrastructure  

Work from home Many service and business sector jobs will be lost (restaurants, coffee 
shops, office space landlords, parking garages, transportation systems’ 
revenue loss) 

 

Option Three --  Put Domestic and Local Needs First 

 

Action Drawback 

Inward focus on America International trade supports millions of American jobs—
manufacturing, transportation, professional / financial 
services, tech 

Enact immigration controls 
relating to employment 

Not enough native workers to fill important jobs, makes 
goods and services much more expensive 

Support jobs at local 
international businesses 

Small local business may be negatively impacted 

 

Closing Reflections 

Research other states that have made high-speed internet a public utility 

Conversation had a strong people-focus and wasn’t all numbers and hyper-individuality 

Need to learn more about how the global economy impacts local community 

Thoughts on people not in the room: CEOs, big business and public decisionmakers meeting 

individuals who are directly impacted by big decisions; more younger people; someone who has 

been laid off, someone who is underemployed 

 

 

 


