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Presentation Description

Morning Keynote | 10 – 10:55am CST
Kenyatta
Berry

Researching Your
African American
Ancestry

Beginning your genealogy research can be
overwhelming for anyone but even more so for those
with African and enslaved ancestry. Kenyatta will
provide you with a roadmap to help you navigate
your genealogy journey. She will discuss breaking
down the 1870 Brick wall, Enslaved Genealogy,
Reconstruction, DNA and sharing your story.
Attendees will walk away with resources for African
American Genealogy, understand the impact of
slavery on discovering your ancestry and how DNA
can help in your research.

Session 1 | 11:00 – 11:55am CST

Blaine
Bettinger

Using Y-DNA and
mtDNA to Explore
Your Ancestry

Y-DNA and mtDNA testing have helped genealogists
break through thousands of stubborn brick walls.
Learn about the unique inheritance of Y-DNA and
mtDNA in your family, how these tests can be used to
explore your ancient ancestry, and how the results
can identify your relatives both close and distant.

Cherie
Bush

25 Free
Genealogy
Websites

Subscription websites are great and have many
offerings but can be expensive. However, many free
websites are available for family history research.
These free websites can be a robust and an incredible
resource for beginning and advancing genealogical
research. An overview of some of these websites will
be introduced or act as a reminder of resources
available.

Dr. Phillip
Baker

Palatine
Genealogy

Palatine and German immigration to America 1700 to
1730 as between 40-50,000 persons. The German
group and especially the Palatine region was the
largest ethnic group coming to America. They came
mainly to Pennsylvania, New York, Delaware, New
Jersey and the Carolinas. The reasons for this
emigration will be discussed.

Debbie
Gurtler

Hispanic
Genealogy

Learn the basic research steps needed to begin a
search for Hispanic ancestors. Among these steps will
be: how to identify the locality, what record types are
most useful, and how to find help reading Spanish
handwriting and understanding the documents.

Reveal | 11:55am – 12:25pm CST | Mayor James McClinton
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Session 2 | 12:30 – 1:25pm

Blaine
Bettinger

Introduction to
Autosomal DNA

For years, genealogists have focused on Y-DNA and
mtDNA, unable to access the wealth of information in
the remainder of their DNA. At long last, new
autosomal DNA tests reveal this hidden information.
Genealogists can use autosomal DNA for ethnicity
estimates, finding long-lost cousins, and examining
specific genealogical problems.

Jenny Coss

Records
Preservation

Learn key conservation principles so you can
safeguard your family’s treasures and avoid
deterioration of your photos, documents, letters, and
memorabilia.

Barbara
LaClair

Native American
Genealogy

Many people have family stories that an ancestor was
Native American, but don’t know how to verify or
disprove the story. In other cases, some people know
for certain that they have a connection to a Native
American tribe, but don’t know where to begin in
researching and documenting their ancestry. This
presentation will provide a brief overview of the steps
for getting started in genealogy research, how to
identify possible tribal affiliation if it is not known and
look at examples of records and resources that might
be helpful in researching Native American ancestry.

Craig
Foster

Irish Genealogy:
Getting Started

Irish genealogical research is known for being difficult
because of unknown localities, lost and destroyed
records. But Irish research doesn’t have to be difficult
and not all records are missing. This presentation will
discuss how to get started, what you need to know,
and important records to search when doing Irish
genealogy.

Reveal | 1:30 – 2pm CST | Kevin Willmott
Lunch Break 2 – 2:30pm / Reveal | Ralph Hipp
Session 3 | 2:30 – 3:25pm CST

Blaine
Bettinger

Using Autosomal
DNA for 18th and
19th Century
Mysteries

Even though our 18th and 19th century ancestors
have been dead for decades, their DNA still survives
in their descendants. Learn how to use autosomal
DNA to attack and potentially solve genealogical
mysteries and brick walls for ancestors who were
born or lived in the 1800’s, 1700’s, and beyond.
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Barbara
LaClair

Resources at the
Topeka
Genealogical
Society Library

Many people do not realize that there is another
genealogical library in Topeka, which includes an
amazing collection of records and source materials.
This session will highlight some of the records and
research resources that are available at the Topeka
Genealogical Society, in Topeka.

W. Todd
Knowles

Getting Started
With Jewish
Genealogy

In this presentation we will discuss how to get started
in researching Jewish families. We will discuss the
various types of Jews and the records associated with
each. Also, we will go through the records that will be
helpful as we search for our ancestors.

Thom Reed

10 Steps to
Reclaiming Your
African Roots

The desire to navigate one’s African identity and
heritage can be easily overwhelmed by an onslaught
of information and resources. Tackling your family
history does not have to be complicated if you follow
the right steps. This presentation is designed to help
you follow a step-by-step process to get started with
African American genealogical research.

Reveal | 3:30 – 3:55 pm CST | Dr. Tiffany Anderson
Session 4 | 4 – 4:55 pm CST

Blaine
Bettinger

Chromosome
Mapping

DNAPainter is an easy-to-use third-party tool that
enables you to assign segments of DNA shared with
cousins to a map of your chromosomes. Together
we’ll look at this powerful new tool, and how you can
use it in your research.

Sherri
Camp

Getting Started in
Finding Your
Identity

Get started to find your identity. Learn how to use the
print and online resources from the library and from
other sources. Receive links to a free pedigree chart
and other helpful forms for keeping records as you
research your family tree.

Marty
Flannagan

Breaking Through
Brick Walls

Do you feel there’s hope available to break your brick
wall and find your family? Attend this class to learn
different skills and find what tools you might be
missing. You will be introduced to the four “Ws”: Why,
When, Where, and Whom.

Kathy
Meade

Basics of Swedish
Research

Learn how to trace your Swedish roots. The
presentation will cover naming patterns, Swedish
spellings, and Swedish geography. The presentation
will point out on how to find the key facts about one’s
Swedish ancestor such as Swedish name, parish of
origin and a significant date such as a birth date that
are needed in order to use the Swedish records. We
will review the key Swedish records to trace one’s
Swedish heritage such as the Swedish church books
and where one can find these records.
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Identity Quest Speakers
Keynote – Kenyatta Berry
Kenyatta Berry is a contributor to the groundbreaking “1619 Project” published by
the New York Times. She was the 2019 Honorary Chair for Preservation Week
and was recently named a “Newsmaker” in American Libraries magazine a
publication of the American Library Association. Berry is an author, attorney,
lecturer, professional genealogist and television personality. She ignites the
genealogy world with a bigger than life personality and an illustrious career
spanning over 20 years of data collection, in-depth genealogical research and
historical content in the discipline of genealogy. Berry’s vast knowledge in the
areas of African American Genealogy, Enslaved Ancestral Research and DNA
have made her an invaluable “go to” source for information from all parts of the
world. She has had features in publications such as Black Enterprise, Good Housekeeping, Spartan Magazine, Real
Simple, Wall Street Journal and Woman’s World. Berry’s TV host job on Genealogy Roadshow (PBS) (which
received more than 1.5 million viewers per episode) generated enormous buzz surrounding her insight,
understanding and expertise by colleagues, genealogy organizations, experts, media and supporters alike.
She was featured on The Real (FOX), revealing the DNA results of the hosts in a segment entitled “Who Am I?”
The videos of this segment have received more than 9.5 million views on YouTube.
Passionate about her work, Berry’s sharp wit, cool demeanor and smart fashion choices invite fans and
followers across the globe as she ignites the desire in others to connect to their pasts to find out who we really
are. As demand grows for people to learn more about their lineage and DNA, Berry continues to innovate,
transforming the world of Genealogy by making it more accessible to the masses.

Presenters

Presentation(s)
Using Y-DNA and
mtDNA to Explore
Your Ancestry
Introduction to
Autosomal DNA

Blaine
Bettinger

Using Autosomal
DNA for 18th and
19th Century
Mysteries
Chromosome
Mapping

Biography
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD, is a professional
genealogist specializing in DNA evidence. In 2007 he
started The Genetic Genealogist, one of the earliest
blogs on the topic. Bettinger is the author of The
Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic
Genealogy, and co-author with Debbie Parker Wayne
of the award-winning Genetic Genealogy in Practice, the
world’s first genetic genealogy workbook. He also coauthored “Genetics for Genealogy” with Judy Russell
in 2018’s Professional Genealogy: Preparation, Practice
& Standards (ProGen PPS) (Elizabeth Shown Mills,
author and editor). Bettinger is or has been an
instructor for genetic genealogy courses at
the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research
(IGHR), Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy
(SLIG), Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh
(GRIP), and Virtual Institute of Genealogical
Research. He is a graduate of ProGen Study Group
21, a trustee for the New York Genealogical and
Biographical Society’s Board of Trustees, and a board
member for the Association of Professional
Genealogists.
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Palatine (German)
Genealogy

Dr. Phillip Baker is a Orthopedic Surgery Specialist in
Topeka, KS and has over 57 years of experience in
the medical field. He graduated from University of
Nebraska College of Medicine medical school. A
dedicated researcher, Dr. Baker in partnership with
the Topeka & Shawnee County public library has
worked to provide a research center for Genealogists
both local and national. In 2008 The Topeka &
Shawnee County public library proudly announced
the opening of the Dr. Phillip and Betty Baker
Genealogy Center to the public.

25 Free Genealogy
Websites

Cherie Bush is a Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer
for FamilySearch International. She has been a family
history enthusiast for many years. She has served on
many boards and committees including Local History
and Genealogy for IFLA, Genealogy committee for
ALA, FGS board member and AAHGS Utah chapter
secretary.

Getting Started in
Finding Your
Identity

Sherri is the Genealogy Librarian at the Topeka &
Shawnee County Public Library in Topeka, Kansas,
where she teaches regular classes on genealogy and
organizes cultural heritage programs promoting
genealogy and family history research. She has been
a genealogist for over 30 years. She has a BA
History, BA Sociology, and a master’s in liberal
studies with a History and Technology focus from
Washburn University in Topeka, Kansas; she also
holds a Certificate in Genealogy from Brigham Young
University.

Records
Preservation

Jenny got her passion for family history research from
her paternal grandmother and maternal aunt, both of
whom researched family history the old-fashioned
way before the internet and even before copy
machines. On the death of her mother in 2010, she
and her sister discovered more than 12 large tote
boxes of research data, articles, photos, documents
and memorabilia. The last 10 years they have
digitized over 14,000 images and preserved the
originals in archival quality housing. In addition to
extensive self-study, she takes courses through the
Museum Studies Graduate Program at University of
Kansas, Lawrence, and volunteers her time helping
small history museums and archives apply
conservation principles to their collections.

Dr. Phillip Baker

Cherie Bush

Sherri Camp

Jenny Coss
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Breaking Through
Brick Walls

Marty Flannagan completed an associate degree at
Washburn University in education but completed her
BA in Business Management at the University of
Illinois at Springfield, IL. Close to Retirement, Marty
picked up the hobby of Genealogy to research her
family, but she wanted to prove what she had was
correct. She decided to test her DNA. The rest is
history. She started teaching DNA at the Topeka
Genealogical Society (TGS) six years ago. She
completed a week of training with Ce Ce Moore and
another week with Blaine Bettinger. Marty also
attended a week taking DNA classes at Root Tech at
Salt Lake, Utah from the experts. She has taken her
genealogy to the next level, as she has proven her
lines, to National Society of the Daughters of The
American Revolutionary War, Colonial Dames of the
17th Century, Daughters of the American Colonies,
War of 1812, Daughters of Union Vets of the Civil
War & General Society Mayflower Descendants and
has found 4 pilgrims in celebration of 400 years of
their landing in America.

Irish Genealogy:
Getting Started

Craig L. Foster earned a MA and MLIS at Brigham
Young University and is an accredited genealogist in
Ireland and Scotland. He is a research specialist at
the Family History Library where he has worked for
twenty-nine years. He is the author, co-author, or coeditor of seven books, and numerous articles on
genealogy and history topics. He has presented at
conferences, symposia, and seminars across the
United States, Canada, Ireland, England, and other
parts of Europe.

Hispanic
Genealogy

Debbie graduated with honors from Brigham Young
University with a bachelor’s degree in Family History.
She has made research trips to Spain, Portugal,
Virginia, and North Carolina. She is employed by
FamilySearch at the Family History Library in Salt
Lake City. Fluent in Spanish, she can also read
genealogical documents in Portuguese, Italian, and
French. Debbie holds four AG® credentials. They are
for the United States Mid-South region, Spain, Mexico
and Portugal.

Marty Flannagan

Craig Foster

Debbie Gurtler
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Getting Started
With Jewish
Genealogy

W. Todd Knowles is an accredited Genealogist who
specializes in English and Jewish research. For the
past 20 years he has been a member of the staff at
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, where he
currently serves as a Deputy Chief Genealogical
Officer. He is past President of the Utah Jewish
Genealogy Society (UJGS). Todd has lectured all over
the world and his articles have been widely published.
His own genealogical search began at the age of
twelve with the desire to find more about his family
and grows every day. His quest to find more about his
GGGrandfather, a Polish Jew, has led to the creation
of the Knowles Collection, six databases that contain
the records of the Jewish people. It currently (as of
Jan 2020) contains the records of over 1.4 million
people.

Native American
Genealogy

Barbara LaClair was first bit by the genealogy bug as
a teenager, when a distant cousin shared a genealogy
report that he had compiled for one branch
of their family. She has been researching her family’s
history for more than thirty-five years, including
research of her husband’s Potawatomi roots. She is a
member of the Topeka Genealogical Society, and
currently serves as President of that Organization.
She periodically teaches or presents on a variety of
family history topics.

W. Todd Knowles

Resources at the
Topeka
Genealogical
Society Library
Barbara LaClair
Basics of Swedish
Research

Kathy Meade is the North American representative for
ArkivDigital AD AB, a company that offers online
access to newly photographed color images Swedish
historical records. She has been working with
Swedish genealogy for more than fifteen years. Ms.
Meade serves on the advisory board for the Swedish
American Genealogy Research Center at the
Swedish American Museum in Chicago. She
volunteers at the Swedish American Museum in
Chicago and the Arlington Heights Memorial Library
in Arlington, Heights, Il helping patrons with their
Swedish genealogical research. In a prior life, she
lived and worked in Sweden and Norway for 7 years
during the 90’s learning the languages.

10 Steps to
Reclaiming Your
African Roots

The desire to navigate one’s African identity and
heritage can be easily overwhelmed by an
onslaught of information and resources. Tackling
your family history does not have to be
complicated if you follow the right steps. This
presentation is designed to help you follow a
step-by-step process to get started with African
American genealogical research.

Kathy Meade

Thom Reed
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SESSION 1

Using Y-DNA and mtDNA to Explore Your Ancestry

Blaine Bettinger

25 Free Genealogy Websites

Cherie Bush

Palatine Genealogy

Dr. Phillip Baker

Hispanic Genealogy

Debbie Gurtler
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Using Y-DNA and mtDNA to Explore Your Ancestry
Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
www.DNA-Central.com

blainebettinger@gmail.com
Introduction to Mitochondrial DNA
Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) is a small circle of DNA that is
located inside our cells. Most human cell contain hundreds or even
thousands of copies of mtDNA, which is 16,569 base pairs long.

Inheritance of mtDNA

HVR1 & HVR2

mtDNA

Mitochondrial DNA has a very unique inheritance pattern from
one generation to the next, which makes it a great tool for genetic
genealogists.
Only your mother gave mtDNA to you; your father’s mtDNA was not passed down to the next
generation. While male children will inherit their mother’s mtDNA, they will not pass it down
to their own children. This unique feature of mtDNA allows it to be used for tracing
matrilineage, the inheritance of mtDNA from mother to child.

Types of mtDNA Testing
There are two types of mtDNA tests. The first type is mtDNA sequencing, and is performed
by sequencing all or a portion of mtDNA. Most testing sequences the entire mtDNA genome.
The second type of mtDNA testing, called SNP testing, examines single nucleotide
polymorphisms (“SNPs”) – or variable nucleotides (A, T, C, and G) – at many different
locations along the circular mtDNA. This test is good for learning about ancient ancestry, but
not quite as good at determining family relationships.
Once the mtDNA is sequenced by one of the methods above, it is compared to a reference
mtDNA sequence (either the Reconstructed Sapiens Reference Sequence (RSRS) or the
Cambridge Reference Sequence (CRS)). Any differences between the mtDNA sequence and
the reference sequence are listed as “mutations,” or changes, like this:

Haplogroup
T

Mutations
G709A, G1888A, A4917G, G8697A, T10463C, G13368A,
G14905A, A15607G, G15928A, C16294T

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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Using mtDNA Test Results
The results of an mtDNA test can be used to determine the test-taker’s mtDNA haplogroup
and ancient origins, to determine whether two people are maternally related, and if so, to
estimate very roughly the amount of time since two individuals shared a most recent common
ancestor (MRCA).

1. Learn About Your Ancient Ancestry
The results of mtDNA testing provide a haplogroup determination. A haplogroup is a group
of related mtDNA results which share a common ancestor in a common place (usually several
thousands of years ago). Haplogroups are named by letters of the alphabet, and people in the
same haplogroup will have the same, or very similar, list of mutations.

2. Find Your mtDNA Cousins
If you test at Family Tree DNA, you will receive a list of people in the database that are close
matches with your mtDNA sequence. These individuals are your genetic cousins and related
to you through your maternal line. Some may match exactly, while others might be different
from you by one or two mutations. Generally, the more mutations you share in common, the
more closely related you are. However, because mtDNA mutates so slowly, you could be
related very recently or several thousand years ago.

Matching Level

Generations to Common Ancestor
(with exact match)
50% Confidence

95% Confidence

HVR1 & HVR2

50-percent chance of common ancestor within about
seventy generations (1,700 years)

HVR1, HVR2, & Coding Region

95-percent chance of common ancestor within about
thirty generations (775 years)

If you are interested in identifying your common ancestor, you should contact your closest
matches and ask them if they are interested in sharing information with you. If they are, you
can review their family tree to determine whether their maternal line shares any names or
locations in common with your maternal line. Sometimes your matches will list their most
distant maternal ancestor, which you might be able to use to ‘reverse engineer’ their maternal
line if they aren’t interested in sharing information.

3. Solving Family Mysteries
Another powerful use for mtDNA testing is to examine family mysteries and brick walls.
Since mtDNA is inherited maternally, it is very good at determining whether two people are
related through their maternal lines.

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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Introduction to Y-DNA
The Y chromosome is only found in males, who have one Y-chromosome (from his father) and
one X-chromosome (from his mother). This XY pair is one of the 23 pairs of human
chromosomes.

1. Inheritance Patterns of Y-DNA
The Y chromosome has a unique inheritance pattern, just like mtDNA. It is passed down
from father to son without change. Over long periods of time the chromosome begins to
accumulate mutations that are typically silent and have no impact on the carrier. These
mutations, however, are useful for genealogical purposes – they can be used to analyze the
relationships between populations and individuals. The figure below demonstrates the path
that Y-DNA took from a great-grandfather to his great-grandson:

a. Some Advantages & Limitation of Y-DNA
Important Advantages:
• Powerful tool due to unique inheritance pattern (compare to atDNA);
• Reveals ancient heritage and genetic relatives (can break through paternal brick
walls).
Important Limitations:
• Can identify NPEs;
• Close paternal family members have the SAME haplotype (with rare exceptions) and
are thus indistinguishable with Y-DNA alone;
• Lines daughter out.
©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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b. Types of Y-DNA Tests
There are two types of Y-DNA testing for genealogy: STR testing and SNP testing. The STR,
or “short tandem repeat” test, sequences between 12 and 111 (and sometimes more) very
short segments of DNA located throughout the Y-DNA. The single nucleotide polymorphism
(“SNP”) test examines between a handful and hundreds of single spots throughout the Y
chromosome.
i. STR Testing
Most Y chromosome tests examine between 12 and 111 STR markers, but many more are
regularly being identified and used for testing. STRs are identified by their DYS number
(DNA Y-chromosome Segment number), and are measured by the number of repeats of a
particular DNA sequence at that location. This number of repeats can change over time at a
relatively regular rate, thereby giving genealogists the ability to trace paternal lineages over
time.
The results of STR testing are usually presented in a format that looks like this, with a series
of STR markers and the STR results, as in the following example:

DYS#
Alleles

393
13

390
24

19
14

391 385a 385b 426
10 11
14
12

388
12

439
12

The “DYS” row are marker locations on the Y-chromosome, and the “allele” row are the
number of repeats for each DYS marker location. At each of these DYS locations, there is a
potential for variation of the “allele.” For example, at DYS426, the variation consists of 7 to
18 repeats of the DNA sequence “GTT,” with 12 repeats being the most common. The
sequence of 12 repeats of “GTT” would look like this, with the 12 repeats in bold:
…TGTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGAC…
and with numbering to emphasize the 12 repeats:
…TGTGTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GTT/GAC…
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
In contrast, someone with a result of “7” at DYS426 would have the following sequence of
seven “GTT” repeats:
…TGTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGAC…
Together, the group of STR markers and your allele results represent your haplotype, which
is simply a group of DNA variations that tend to be inherited together.

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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When the Y-chromosome is duplicated and passed down to a son, it can accumulate an error.
This typically results from mistakes introduced by the replication machinery in the nucleus
of the cell, and the repetitive nature of the STRs can make them more prone to errors.
Sometimes, for example, an extra repeat (or two, or more) will be introduced, and sometimes
a repeat (or two, or more) will be removed:
Original (dad):
Mutated (son #1)
Mutated (son #1)

…TGTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGAC…
…TGTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGAC…
…TGTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGTTGAC…

At this marker, each son is one “step” way from the father, although they are a step away in
opposite directions.
Together, the group of STR markers and your allele results represent your haplotype, which
is simply a group of DNA variations that tend to be inherited together.
2. SNP Testing
SNP tests examine anywhere between one and thousands of single nucleotide polymorphisms
located all along the Y chromosome. SNPs are traditionally used to determine a person’s
haplogroup and ancient ancestry and have been less useful for finding genetic cousins.
However, new tests are identifying SNPs that may be useful on a genealogically relevant
timeframe. SNP testing has several important uses, including: (i) determining deep ancestry;
(ii) confirming an estimated haplogroup; and (iii) determining a subhaplogroup designation
(a “terminal SNP”). And soon, many believe that SNP testing will be used in the
determination of relationships in a genealogically relevant timeframe!
A SNP is either “ancestral,” meaning the original value of the SNP, or it is “derived,”
meaning that it has mutated from the original value. For example
Ancestral:
Derived:

CTACGTCAGGTTACGATTGC (denoted by “-”)
CTACGTCACGTTACGATTGC (denoted by “+”)

Your testing company will usually interpret the results of a SNP test for you by placing you
within the proper haplogroup or sub-clade. Use caution when analyzing SNPs, as sometimes
SNPs can have different names or companies will use different SNPs to test the same thing.
a. Using Y-DNA Test Results
The results of Y-DNA test can be used to determine a person’s Y-DNA haplogroup and ancient
origins, to determine whether two people are paternally related, and if so, estimate the
amount of time in which two individuals shared a most recent common ancestor (MRCA) on
their direct paternal lines.

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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i.

Ancient Ancestry

A Y-DNA haplogroup is a group of related Y-DNA profiles that share a common ancestor in
a common place (usually several thousands of years ago). Y-DNA haplogroups are named
by letters of the alphabet, and people in the same haplogroup will have the same, or very
similar, list of mutations. In this table, for example, the test-taker belongs to haplogroup
R1b based on an estimate of his Y-DNA:

DYS#
Allele

393
13

390
19
391 385a 385b 426
24
14
10
11
14
12
Estimated Haplogroup is R1b1b
ii.

388
12

439
12

Find Y-DNA Cousins

You will receive with your test a list of people in the database that are close matches with
your Y-DNA sequence. These individuals are your genetic cousins and related to you through
your paternal line, either closely or distantly. Some may match exactly, while others might
be different from you by a handful of mutations. The more mutations you share in common,
the more closely related you are. For example, the following chart shows the relationship
between the number of markers, genetic distance, and the number of generations to the most
recent common ancestor:
Number of matching
STR markers
35 of 37
36 of 37
37 of 37
110 of 111
111 of 111
iii.

Probability that the MRCA was not more
than this number of generations ago
50%
6
4
2
2
1

95%
14
10
7
7
5

Join Y-DNA Projects

A Y-DNA project is a collaborative effort to answer genealogical questions using the results
of Y-DNA testing. A surname project brings together individuals with the same (or similar)
surname, while a geographic project gathers individuals by location rather than by family or
surname. Other projects bring individuals together based upon their haplogroup designation.
iv.

Solve Family Mysteries

Y-D NA is a great tool for examining brick walls and black sheep. Since Y-DNA is only
inherited paternally, it is very good at determining whether two people are related through
their paternal lines.
©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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Beyond Subscriptions: 25+ Free Genealogy Websites
Cherie Bush, Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer at FamilySearch Int.

General Websites:
FamilySearch: www.familysearch.org
RootsTech: www.rootstech.org
Cyndi’s List: www.cyndislist.com
US GenWeb Project: www.usgenweb.org
World GenWeb Project: www.worldgenweb.org

Ethnic:
• AfriGeneas: www.afrigeneas.com
• Jewish Gen: www.jewishgen.org
• Routes to Roots (Jewish research):
www.rtrfoundation.org
• Hispanic Genealogy:
www.hispanicgenealogy.com

Libraries:
Allen County Public Library- Genealogy Center:
www.genealogycenter.org
Midwest Genealogy Center:
www.mymcpl.org/genealogy
Library of Congress: www.loc.gov

Immigration:
• Ellis Island:
https://www.statueofliberty.org/ellisisland/family-history-center/
• Castle Garden: www.castlegarden.org

Cemeteries and Obituaries:
BillionGraves: www.billiongraves.com
FindAGrave: www.findagrave.com
Arkansas Grave Stones:
https://arkansasgravestones.org/

Newspapers:
• Chronicling America:
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
• Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections:
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/
• Fulton History: www.fultonhistory.com

•

Military:
Preserve the Pensions:
www.preservethepensions.org
Patriot and Grave Index: https://www.sar.org/

•
•

Books:
Digital Public Library of America: www.dp.la
Internet Archive: www.archive.org

United States:
• Bureau of Land Management:
www.glorecords.blm.gov
• Bureau of Land Management:
www.glorecords.blm.gov
• Bureau of Land Management:
www.glorecords.blm.gov
• Atlas of Historical County Boundaries:
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
• Atlas of Historical County Boundaries:
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
• Atlas of Historical County Boundaries:
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
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Palatinate Migration: Boat People of the 1700s
Phillip Baker, MD
Origin of Palatinate
Role of the Roman Empire
Count Palatine
Thirty Years War
Palatine surrounded by French Catholics on west and German Catholics on the east
Palatine was predominately Roman Catholic, but Calvinism accepted in the 1560’s
Role of William Penn
Deeded 40,000 acres in Pennsylvania in 1681 to pay father’s bill of King Charles II
Penn went to Rhine region to encourage migration to Pennsylvania.
War of the Palatinate 1688-1697 between mainly France and Germany
Palatinate region was ravaged by the armies of Louis XIV of France and Germany
Spanish Succession War of 1701-1709
Grand Alliance of England, Netherlands, and the Austrian Habsburgs against Louis XIV
Severe Winter of 1709 and the beginning of mass migration to America
Many died of starvation others were seeking food
Queen Anne offered settlement in England but the country was soon overwhelmed
1000 per week arrived in England and by November 1709, 32,000 were in England
1/3 stayed in England, 1/3 went to Ireland and the rest went to America
Trip to America
Indentured or passage payed to ship captain
Oath of Allegiance and Oath of Abjuration
Passenger lists of each group did not always compare because of language
Port of Cowes in England and on to Nova Scotia and Philadelphia
Ireland went to New York, Canada and Pennsylvania. English to Pennsylvania
Germans to Pennsylvania “Pennsylvania Dutch”
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Introduction to Hispanic Research
Debbie Gurtler, AG®
FamilySearch
DSGurtler@FamilySearch.org

The objective of this class is to learn the basic research steps needed to begin a search for
Hispanic ancestors. Among these steps will be: how to identify the locality, what record types
are most useful, and how to find help reading Spanish handwriting and understanding the
documents.

RECORD TYPES
The most commonly used record types for research in Hispanic countries are:
• Civil Registration
• Catholic Church Records
• Census – Mexico in 1930 (not complete), Argentina in 1869 and 1895
• Border crossings - Mexico to U.S. 1895-1957

CIVIL REGISTRATION – IMPORTANT DATES
Argentina 1881
Brazil 1888
Bolivia 1940
Colombia 1865
Costa Rica 1888
Cuba 1885
Chile 1885
Dominican Republic 1828
Ecuador 1901
El Salvador 1879
Guatemala 1877

Honduras 1881
México 1857
Nicaragua 1879
Panamá 1914
Paraguay 1880
Peru 1886
Puerto Rico 1885
Spain 1869
Uruguay 1879
Venezuela 1873

INFORMATION FOUND IN THE RECORDS
Births / Baptisms Nacimientos / Baptismos
•
•
•
•
•
•

Name of child
Hour, date, and place of birth (Civil Registration), Baptism date (Church Records)
Names of parents, their marital status, birth place (usually), ages and profession (Civil
Registration)
Names of witnesses, their age, marital status and profession (Civil Registration)
Birth place and relationship of witnesses, if any (Civil Registration)
Padrinos - Godparents (Church Records)
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•

Possible additional information may include the names of paternal and maternal
grandparents, their marital status, birthplace, and if still living

Marriages Matrimonios
•
•
•
•

Bride and groom – names, ages, civil status, birthplace, residence of bride and groom
Profession of the bride and groom (Civil Registration)
Names of parents of bride and groom (normally)
Possible additional information may include the names of witnesses, the church
marriage date (Civil Registration) and other documents about the couple’s ability to
marry.

Deaths / Burials Defunciones / sepulturas
•
•
•
•
•

Date and place of death, age, marital status, and profession (Civil Registration)
Birthplace and/or residence
Parents’ names if not married
Spouse’s name, if married
Possible additional information may include the cause of death (Civil Registration), burial
place, names of heirs or children, if any, and if the deceased left a will.

Marriage information files Informaciones Matrimoniales / Presentación
•
•

Application and paperwork required to marry, usually has more information than the
marriage.
Usually a few days or a few pages before the marriage, often in separate books.

Confirmations Confirmaciones
•
•
•

Name of the parish, date of confirmation
Name of the child, name(s) of godparent(s)
Names of parents (not always)

FINDING AIDS
Google Maps
Gazetteers Diccionarios geográficos
Mexico Antonio García Cubas, Diccionario geográfico, histórico y biográfico de los
Estados Unidos Mexicanos (Mexico: Antigua Murguia, 1888-1891). FHL INTL 972 E5g.
(Find it online through the Wiki page Mexico Gazetteers).
Spain Pascual Madoz, Diccionario geográfico-estadístico-histórico de España y sus
posesiones de ultramar (Madrid: P. Madoz, 1848-1850). FHL INTL 946 E5m (Find it
online through the Wiki page Spain Gazetteers).
Ecclesiastical guides Guías eclesiásticas contain parish guides and may provide
jurisdictions.
FamilySearch Catalog

LANGUAGE HELPS
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Handwriting help
•
•

Script website http://script.byu.edu/
Reading Spanish handwritten records (online lesson) FamilySearch Learning Center

Translation help
•
•
•

Spanish Genealogical Word List article in FamilySearch Wiki
https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Spanish_Genealogical_Word_List
Google Translate – http://translate.google.com/
FamilySearch Community located under the Help menu in the upper right corner of
FamilySearch.org. You must be logged in to view and participate.

SEARCH TECHNIQUES
Search for an Individual
1. Go to FamilySearch.org, log in and click on Search. A FamilySearch account is free and
allows you greater access to records.
2. Enter a first name and a last name. Even though Hispanics use two surnames, try your
searches only with the first surname or the paternal surname because most of the
indexed records have only one surname.
3. Use the option to Restrict records by location if your ancestor only ever lived in one
country.
4. In order to add a specific place you need to Search with a life event. Your best option is
Any. Using Any will give you a lot of results and you won’t miss any by narrowing your
options to only Births, Marriages, or Deaths. LESS IS MORE!!
5. Click on Search.
Note: The only names that will be searched are those already indexed. Many records are not
indexed yet so if you don’t find anything, try browsing images online. This will require you to
know the location where an event took place and an approximate year when the event took
place.
Search with a relationship
• Spouse
• Parents
• If you don’t get results using first and last names, try searching using only last names.
• Try leaving out the child’s name.
• Try searching for the person as an individual, spouse, and parent.
Tips for searching indexed records
• Less is more
• By clicking on the small box next to names and/or places you will limit your search to
include only those that contain those exact names or places. This limits your results but
may be helpful when searching for names that are very common.
• You can use wild card characters to substitute for a letter or group of letters that may be
spelled in a variety of ways. For example: You might use Jul* to look for anyone whose
name begins with those three letters. Your results might include Julio, Julian, Julios, etc.
• If you don’t find the person you are seeking, try spelling variations of the first and/or the
last name.
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Tips for browsing images
Search for the locality beginning with the largest jurisdiction and drilling down to the smallest.
For example: State or province > city > parish.
• Choose the type of records and year range that fits the year range you need.
• You can browse forward or backward in an image set using the small arrows that appear
on either side of the words Image xx of xx. The arrow pointing to the right is to advance.
The arrow pointing to the left is to go backwards. You can also enter an image number
and click on Enter to advance to that image number.
• To use the tools to improve the image quality, click on Tools and you will see various
options. To adjust the brightness or contrast of the image, use the slider and then click
on Apply when the image appears as you wish.
• Search in indexes first, if any, but remember the page number in the index rarely
corresponds to the image number.
• Begin with date of the event (birth, marriage, death) working forward in time. The records
are normally in chronological order by the date of the event or of the registration. If the
event is not on the date expected, try searching a few years before or a few years after.
• Take notes or use a research log. Be patient and don’t give up.

RESEARCH STRATEGIES
Before beginning a search for a record, use the chart in this document to determine if you have
enough information to be successful. To use the chart, first choose the event or record type you
wish to locate. Do you know the information from the next three columns – Names, Dates, and
Places? If not, you may wish to take a step back in your research and locate a record from a
previous generation. The information in the Names, Dates, and Places columns is vital because
it will help to confirm, when you find a record, that you have found the right record.
Important: Always work from the known to the unknown. Don’t search for a record if you have
no connecting information to confirm you have found the right person.
Event or record
type

Names

Dates

Places

Birth or baptism

Parents or siblings

Birth date (can be
estimated) or
Birth date of a sibling

Birthplace or
Place of residence of
parents

Marriage

Bride and groom or
Names of their
parents

Date of marriage (can be
estimated) or
Birth date of oldest child

Marriage place or
Place of residence or
Birth/baptism place
of a child

Death or burial

Parents or Spouse or
Children

Death date (can be
estimated

Death place or
Place of residence

Immigration or
Emigration

Person and/or
Names of parents,
spouse or children

Arrival date (can be
estimated)
Departure date (can be
estimated)

Place of arrival
Place of departure

© 2020 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in
any form for any purpose without prior written permission.
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Introduction to Autosomal DNA
Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
www.DNA-Central.com

blainebettinger@gmail.com
Introduction to DNA for Genealogists

Let’s learn about some of the fundamentals of DNA testing. But don’t worry, you won’t
need to remember anything from that high school or college biology class!

What is DNA?
DNA, or deoxyribonucleic acid, is a component of the cell (the basic unit of life) which
carries the instructions for the development and operation of all living things. A piece of
DNA is typically composed of two long intertwined molecules which are made up of
smaller units called nucleotides. The two intertwined molecules interact to form a very
long single structure called a chromosome. Chromosomes reside in the nucleus – or
“control center” – of the cell. A typical human cell has two copies of each of 23 different
chromosomes, for a total of 46 chromosomes. One set of each of the 23 chromosome pairs
came from your father, and one set came from your mother.
In addition to the DNA in the nucleus, there are hundreds or thousands of copies of a very
small circular strand of mitochondrial DNA found in the many mitochondria outside the
nucleus. These mitochondria are tiny powerhouses of the cell responsible for, among
other things, creating the energy our cells need to function.
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Types of DNA Tests
There are four different types of DNA tests for genetic genealogists:
1. Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) Test – This test analyzes the small circular piece of
DNA found in the mitochondria, and will tell you about your direct maternal line
(your mother’s mother’s mother’s…mother).
2. Y Chromosome (Y-DNA) Test – This test analyzes the Y chromosome, a
chromosome that is found only in males. As a result, this test will tell males about
their direct paternal line (your father’s father’s father’s…father).
3. Autosomal DNA (atDNA) Test – This test analyzes the 22 pair of non-sex
chromosomes, including the copy of each chromosome you inherited from your
mother and the copy you inherited from your father. As a result, these tests can tell
you about both sides of your family.
4. X Chromosome (X-DNA) Test – This test analyzes the X chromosome, of which
men have one copy (inherited from their mother) and women have two copies (one
from their father, and one from their mother). Some autosomal DNA tests also
examine the X chromosome.

mtDNA
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Autosomal DNA Testing
Autosomal DNA is the 22 pairs of
non-sex chromosomes found within
the nucleus of every cell. The 22
autosomes, or autosomal DNA
chromosomes,
are
numbered
approximately in relation to their
sizes, with autosome 1 being the
largest and autosome 22 being the
smallest.
You have two copies of
chromosomes 1-22, one copy that
you inherited from your mother, and one copy that you inherited from your father:

Using Autosomal DNA
Autosomal DNA is the 22 pairs of non-sex chromosomes found within the nucleus of every
cell. The 22 autosomes, or autosomal DNA chromosomes, are numbered approximately
in relation to their sizes, with autosome 1 being the largest and autosome 22 being the
smallest. The following figure follows the inheritance of autosomal DNA through four
generations of a family, from eight great-grandparents to their great-grandchild John:

12.5
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50

John

100

John received about 50% of his DNA from each of his parents, about 25% of his DNA from
each of his grandparents, and about 12.5% of his DNA from each of his greatgrandparents. Although not shown in this figure, Frank will inherit about 6.25% of his
DNA from his great-great-grandparents, and so on.
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1. You Have TWO Family Trees
One of the most important aspects of genetic genealogy required to completely
understand and interpret autosomal DNA test results is the fact that everyone has two
very different, but overlapping, family trees.

The Genealogical Family Tree
The first family tree is your Genealogical
Family Tree, which contains every
ancestor that had a child who had a child
who had a child, and so on, that ultimately
led to you (see the figure below). This tree
contains every parent, grandparent, and
great-grandparent back through history.
In most cases, this is the tree that
genealogists spend their time researching,
often using paper records such as birth
and death certificates, census records,
and newspapers to fill in. Many
genealogists find that the paper trail ends
or becomes much more difficult to
identify beyond the 1800 or 1700’s, making it difficult to fill in many of the openings in
the Genealogical Family Tree.

The Genetic Family Tree
The second family tree is your Genetic
Family Tree, which contains only those
ancestors that contributed to our DNA.
Not every person in your Genealogical
Family Tree contributed a segment of
their DNA sequence to your DNA
sequence. A parent does not pass on all
their DNA to their children (only about
50%); as a result, bits and pieces of
DNA are lost in each generation.
Somewhere between 5 and 7
generations back, your Genetic Family
Tree starts to lose ancestors from your
Genealogical Family Tree.
As shown in the figure below, your Genetic Tree is actually just a sub-set of your
Genealogical Tree. Your genetic tree is guaranteed to contain both biological parents,
who each contributed approximately 50% of your entire DNA sequence. Your genetic tree
also likely contains each of your four biological grandparents and eight biological greatgrandparents, but with each generation it is much less likely that every person in that
generation contributed a piece of their DNA to your DNA.
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2. Finding and Classifying Your Genetic Matches
Each of the testing companies return a list of genetic matches, which are all people in their
database that share DNA with you above a certain threshold. The threshold used for
matching is important; if the threshold is set too low you’ll match everyone in the
database. If the threshold is too high, you’ll miss too many real matches.
Each company tries hard to find a
suitable threshold, but it is
important to keep in mind that all
of the companies will provide
matches that are “false positives”
(matches who are not related to you
in a genealogically relevant
timeframe). This is just one reason
that
it
is
important
to
concentrate on your best
matches first. Your “best
matches” are those who share the
most DNA with you.
The more segments you share with
another person, and the larger
those segments are, the closer your
genealogical relationship with that person is. We inherit entire chromosomes from each
parent, which are a collage of segments from our grandparents’ chromosomes, which in
turn are a collage of even smaller segments from our great-grandparents, and so on.
The chart below demonstrates the percentage of DNA that we share in common with our
genealogical relatives. The more distant the relative, the fewer and smaller the segments
of DNA that we share in common with that relative.
Although you are predicted to share 0.781% of your DNA with a third cousin, there’s no
guarantee that you will match a third cousin, as described in the next chart. Some (~10%)
third cousins will not match. Anecdotally, however, no one to my knowledge has ever had
a second cousin NOT match.
The amount of DNA shared by two people can help determine the genealogical
relationship between those two people, although it is not a perfect predictor. For example,
if you share 1500 cM with someone, that match is likely a grandparent/grandchild,
aunt/uncle or niece/nephew, or half-sibling. However, if you share 75 cM with a match,
it is not clear whether the match is a third cousin, second cousin once removed, or a more
complicated relationship (e.g., multiple cousin).
For a more detailed chart, see ISOGG’S “Autosomal
(http://www.isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_statistics):

DNA

Statistics”

at
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Percentage

cMs
Shared

100%

6766

Self, identical twin

50%

3400

Mother, father

50%

Possible Relationship

2640 - 3400 Full siblings

25%

1700.00

Grandfather, grandmother, aunt, uncle, half-sibling,
double first cousin

12.5%

850.00

Great-grandparent, first cousin, great-uncle, great-aunt

6.25%

425.00

First cousin once removed

3.125%

212.50

Second cousin

1.563%

106.25

Second cousin once removed

0.781%

53.13

Third cousin

http://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_statistics

Chance of Sharing a Segment of DNA with a Genealogical
Cousin
Family Tree DNA AncestryDNA 23andMe
Closer than a
Second Cousin

> 99%

100%

~100%

Second Cousin
Third Cousin
Fourth Cousin
Fifth Cousin
Sixth Cousin

> 99%
> 90%
> 50%
> 10%
< 5%

100%
98%
71%
32%
11%

>99%
~90%
~45%
~15%
<5%
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The Shared cM Project
The Shared cM Project is a collaborative data collection and analysis project created to
understand the ranges of shared centiMorgans associated with various known
relationships. As of March 2020, total shared cM data for more than 55,000 known
relationships has been provided. I am always collecting data, and perhaps the next update
with have 100,000 relationships!
This March 2020 update is the third update to the original data, released in May 2015,
and includes many thousands of new submissions.

Data Collection
Data was collected from participants using Google Forms, which collected the
submissions into a spreadsheet. The Google Form contained data entry fields for required
information (“Known Relationship,” “Total Shared cM,” “Number of Shared Segments,”
“Endogamy or Known Cousin Marriage” (YES/NO) and “Source” (23andMe,
AncestryDNA, Family Tree DNA, MyHeritage, GEDmatch, or Other)), and optional data
entry fields (“Longest Block,” “Notes,” and “Email Address”).
A total of 59,714 submissions were made to the Shared cM Project as of 8 July 2019
(beginning March 4, 2015). For analysis, the submissions were downloaded as an Excel
spreadsheet on 8 July 2019.

Initial Data Curation
Because “Known Relationship” was a text entry field, submissions varied considerably
regarding the naming of various relationships. In this initial data curation stage, all
decipherable relationships were converted to a uniform format (where “C” equals cousin
and “R” equals removed). Submissions with indecipherable relationships were
eliminated. Submissions with obvious data entry errors were also eliminated, such as
those where the longest segment was longer than the total shared cM, or where there was
text in the cM field instead of a number.
This initial data curation eliminated a total of 1,739 submissions (2.9%), bringing the total
to 57,975 data points used for statistical analysis (although there were submissions
included in this total for relationships not analyzed by the project).
A total of 48 different relationships ranging from Parent/Child to 8C were analyzed
individually. The total number of submissions for each relationship varied, with a low of
33 for 5C3R, and a high of 5,281 for 2C1R.
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Outlier Removal
Each relationship was analyzed individually, and obvious errors were removed (for
example, 7 cM for a parent/child relationship). Then, a total of 1% of the submissions for
each relationship was removed, removing 0.5% of the submissions at each end of the
range. For example, if there were 200 submissions, 2 submissions were removed (the
highest submission and the lowest submission).

Data Analysis
The dataset contained 55,418 submissions for the 48 different relationships analyzed by
the project. Following outlier removal, the minimum, average, and maximum values of
the remaining data points were identified for each relationship using standard
methodology. Standard deviation was calculated using Excel.
For relationships where the minimum value was 0 cM shared, the averages were
calculated only for cM amounts greater than 0 cM. Accordingly, these averages represent
the average only for cousins sharing a detectable amount of DNA.
A histogram was created for each relationship. The histograms were created in Excel using
the data for each relationship after outliers were removed.

Previous Versions of the Shared cM Project
Version 1.0
Version 2.0
Version 3.0
Version 4.0

Launch Date
May 2015
June 2016
August 2017
March 2020

Total Submissions
>6,000
>10,000
>25,000
>59,000

Thank You
Thank you to EVERYONE that has submitted data to the Shared cM Project, whether one
submission or many. YOU make this project possible!
For much more information:
• Bettinger, Blaine. “Version 4.0! March 2020 Update to the Shared cM Project!.”
(27 March 2020) https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2020/03/27/version-4-0march-2020-update-to-the-shared-cm-project/
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Preserving Your Family Heirlooms
Presented by Janiece (Jenny) Coss, MBA, CPIM
jennycoss@gmail.com

Taking Inventory of Your Family Heirlooms
Start with a simple list.
Go through your house, room by room, and floor by floor in a methodical manner. Sometimes I
have items displayed and forget they are family heirlooms.
Think about your family heirlooms including:
• letters and documents, diaries
• photographs (in albums, frames and boxes)
• Military memorabilia
• textiles such as quilts or needlework or clothing
• furniture
• Collections (stamps, insects, coins, baseball cards, for example)
• artwork
• small personal items such as eyeglasses, hair (this was a big item back in the day), wallets,
desk implements, jewelry, etc.
• dishes and cookware
• recipes
• books and Bibles
• garden implements
• tools
• sports equipment
• musical instruments
• weapons
• vehicles
• real property

Establish Ownership and Guidelines for Your Plan
Ownership and possession
General review of your inventory
• Help needed from other family members or specialists?
• Items the most at risk for damage, further deterioration, loss
• Need to physically divide your heirlooms or lay them out - work space
• Grouping like materials (metals, paper, textiles, wood, large, small, unknown)
• Quarantining items with considerable obvious damage or from a storage area with issues
• Photographs
• More detailed cataloging approach
• Assessment triage
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Tackling the Agents of Deterioration - Definitions and Risks
You will observe issues with your heirlooms.These are the diﬀerent agents of
deterioration, listed in the order as they aﬀect family collections. Many agents work
together resulting in the damage you see.
• Adverse temperature
• Adverse relative humidity
• Light and radiation
• Pests
• Pollutants
• Physical forces
• Dissociation
• Water
33
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• Criminals
• Fire

Understanding the Cause and Result of Diﬀerent Types of Deterioration
Observation - assessment of your heirlooms, risk vulnerability, obvious signs of
deterioration
Heirloom

Material type

Common signs of
deterioration

Possible causes

Documents and
letters, books, Family
Bibles

Paper (cellulose)
Ink
Coating

Yellowing
Crackling

Dryness (too low
relative humidity)
Acids in the paper,
binding or container

Photographs,
negatives

Paper (various)
Glass
Metal
Wood
plastics

Scratches
Delamination
Fading
Stickiness

Dust
Adverse temperatures
Light exposure
Contamination
Physical forces

Textiles

Cotton, wool, linen, silk,
Poylesters (organic),
combinations

Brittle
Yellowing
Fold lines
moth holes

Pests
Light exposure
Adverse temperature
and relative humidity

Metallic objects
(weapons, dishes and
cookware,
collectibles, Military
memorabilia)
Dishes

Various alloys
Iron, steel, silver,
copper, bronze, brass,
nickel
Ceramic, stoneware,
bone china, glass

Rust
Acidic accretion
Tarnish
Discoloration
Crazing
Chipping
Discoloration

High humidity
High temperatures
Atmospheric pollutants
(dusts, salts, oils,
chemicals)
Physical forces

Extracted from IPI’s Guide to Sustainable Preservation

When you see the signs of damage it is time to dig deeper and understand the source
and extent.
Monitoring - collect data
• Temperature and Relative humidity - monitors that you can move around
• Light sampling - blue wool test
• Air quality monitoring (dust, pollutions from vehicles, industrial pollution)
• Live pest traps
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These items can be purchased from Archival companies, or some can be purchased
from Oﬃce supply stores, hardware stores or over the internet.

Strategies to stabilize, preserve, and restore heirlooms
Stabilize your heirlooms by using the visual analogy of the box. Work from the outside
box inward, evaluating and then minimizing the agents of deterioration as much as
possible.
Evaluating

1. Home - where in your home are your heirlooms located?
2. Room
3. Storage area
4. Housing
5. Artifact container
Where do I start?

Do you need to relocate your heirlooms within the home?
Can you move your heirlooms to a diﬀerent room? Or a diﬀerent place in the room?
How are your artifacts housed today?

- Archival quality housing for your items depends on what it is, the material it is made
of, and how accessible you need for it to be.

- Consider the fragility of the items
- Artifact containers
- Companies that specialize in archival quality containers can also provide guidance
on types of materials and options for containers
Does Preservation include cleaning, flattening, washing or repairing?
Restoration - taking it back to original condition, or near original condition; repairing
significant damage

- Usually best left to the experts
- Costly
- Depends on the value you place on an object

What are your priorities?
1. Prioritize your plan:
A. the most valuable
35
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B. the most at-risk
C. the most signs of deterioration
2. Establish a budget
3. Time phase your steps
4. Update your plan periodically
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Resources for further study
General Overview
https://www.legacy.com/advice/21-most-common-family-heirlooms/
https://www.archivalmethods.com/blog/storing-family-heirlooms/
https://www.rootstech.org/category/heirlooms?lang=eng
Inventory forms
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/freebie/free-family-artifacts-heirlooms-form/
Environmental evaluation
Image Permanence Institute, Mechanical System Quick Reference Guide
www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org
https://s3.cad.rit.edu/ipi-assets/publications/hvac_reference.pdf
Agents of Deterioration and Risks
A Preventive Conservation Approach to the Storage of Collections
Carolyn L. Rose, Catharine A. Hawks, and Robert Waller, Chapter 3, pg. 48
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Robert_Waller4/publication/
335682131_A_Preventive_Conservation_Approach_to_the_Storage_of_Collections/links/
5d74393b92851cacdb293dd2/A-Preventive-Conservation-Approach-to-the-Storage-ofCollections.pdf
IPI’s Guide to Sustainable Preservation
https://s3.cad.rit.edu/ipi-assets/publications/sustainable_preservation_practices.pdf
NARA website (with links to other sites)
https://www.archives.gov/preservation/family-archives
KSHS website (with links to other sites)
https://www.kshs.org/p/preserving-paper-and-digital-records/12261
Archival Products
P.O. Box 1413
Des Moines, IA 50305-1413
800-526-5640
Fax: 888-220-2397
custserv@archival.com
www.archival.com
Bags Unlimited
7 Canal Street
Rochester, NY 14608
1-800-767-2247
Fax: 585-328-8526
info@bagsunlimited.com
http://www.bagsunlimited.com/
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Conservation Resources International
8000-H Forbes Place
Springfield, VA 22151
800-634-6932
Fax: 703-321-0629
criusa@conservationresources.com
www.conservationresources.com
Gaylord Brothers
P.O. Box 4901
Syracuse, NY 13221-4901
800-448-6160
Fax: 800-272-3412
orders@Gaylord.com
http://www.gaylord.com/
Hollinger/Metal Edge Corporation
6340 Bandini Blvd.
Commerce, CA 90040
800-862-2228
Fax: 888-822-6937
info@hollingermetaledge.com
hollingermetaledge.com/
Talas
568 Broadway
New York, NY 10012
212-219-0770
212-219-0735
http://talasonline.com/
University Products
517 Main Street
P.O. Box 101
Holyoke, MA 01041-0101
800-628-1912
Fax: 800-532-9281
info@universityproducts.com
www.archivalsuppliers.com/
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RESEARCHING YOUR NATIVE AMERICAN
ANCESTRY
Barbara LaClair, November 2020
BASIC METHODS THE SAME AS FOR ANY ANCESTOR:
•
•
•
•
•

Start with what you know, and work backward, one step at a time
Check for documents at home
Ask family members what they know, what documents they have
Begin to search other records and source materials (online AND offline)
All the usual genealogical resources still apply: census, vital records, probate, deeds, etc.

THE KEY TO NATIVE AMERICAN RESEARCH IS TO KNOW THE TRIBE!
IF YOUR ANCESTOR MAINTAINED CLOSE TIES TO HIS/HER TRIBE, YOUR RESEARCH WILL BE EASIER. IF
NOT, TRIBAL AFFILIATION IS THE FIRST QUESTION THAT MUST BE ANSWERED.
IF YOU DON’T KNOW THE TRIBE:
Study the history and context for the location and time period where your “Indian” ancestor lived.
•
•

What tribes resided in the vicinity?
What opportunities for interaction?

Narrow the list of likely tribes, and then begin to look at their resource materials
Look at ALL records pertaining to the ancestor of interest, and look for any suggestion of Native
American race, or affiliation with others of Native American heritage (note: documentation of race is
often not reliable, but search anyway)

NATIVE AMERICANS IN U.S CENSUS POPULATION SCHEDULES
For Indians residing on Reservations or with their tribes:
•

1900 Census
The 1900 census includes a separate Indian Population Schedule by county. The 1900 census
included the individual's Indian and English name, asking tribe of this Indian, tribe of his father, and
tribe of his mother, percent of Indian blood in the individual and the parents, education, and land
allotment information.

•

1910 Census
The 1910 census has a section called "Special Inquiries Related to Indians" asking tribe of this

BLaClair – Native American Genealogy, 2020. All rights reserved.
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Indian, tribe of his father, tribe of his mother, percent of Indian and other blood. Also asks
education, land allotment, and marriage information.
For Indians not residing on reservations with their tribes, they should be recorded in general Census
Population Schedules, but race may not be reliably recorded.

SOURCES AND RESOURCES UNIQUE TO NATIVE AMERICAN RESEARCH:
•

Tribal rolls and censuses (1887 – 1940s) – should include all enrolled tribal members, even if
not living on the reservation

•

DAWES Application packets (Five Civilized Tribes – Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Chickasaw,
Seminole) – family interviews contain rich genealogical information. Rejected applications just
as valuable as those who were approved.

•

Vital records recorded by the Agency – Births, Deaths, Marriages

•

Special tribal surveys – Industrial Surveys 1922, Health Surveys, etc.

•

Indian School and Mission Records

•

Church/ Missionary records

•

Land records – Allotment records, Trust Lands

•

Probate records – administered by Indian Agencies

•

Agency Correspondence and Payroll records

•

Ethnographic, anthropology studies

DNA Testing
Testing may reveal that you have some DNA consistent with patterns unique to Indigenous
populations; it will not identify the Tribe, or the exact blood quantum.
Is generally more helpful in proving a blood relationship to another individual.

ONLINE RESOURCES
For specific record groups:
•
•

Tribal census and annuity rolls – Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, Fold3.com, HeritageQuest.
Five Civilized Tribes, Dawes Rolls applications – Fold3.com

BLaClair – Native American Genealogy, 2020. All rights reserved.
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•

Land Allotments – US. Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office, Patent Search;

•

HistoryGeo.com, some allotment rolls on Ancestry.com

General Resources:
•
•
•

AccessGenealogy - https://accessgenealogy.com/native-american
National Archives - https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans
FamilySearch Wiki – Starting Native American Research https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Starting_Native_American_Research

SUGGESTED READINGS
General

•

Driver, Harold E. Indians of North America

•

Hirschfelder, Arlene & Kreipe de Montano, Martha. The Native American Almanac.

•

Kirkham, Kay. Our Native Americans: Their Records of Genealogical Value (2 volumes)

•

Swanton, John R. Indian Tribes of North America

Five Civilized Tribes, Cherokee
•

Carter, Kent. The Dawes Commission and the Allotment of the Five Civilized Tribes,
1893 – 1914

•

Gormley, Myra. Cherokee Connections

•

Lennon, Rachel Mills. Tracing Ancestors Among the Five Civilized Tribes:
Southeastern Indians Prior to Removal.

•

Starr, Emmet. Old Cherokee Families and Their Genealogies from Emmet Starr’s
History of the Cherokee Indians and their Legends and Folklore; reprint with
comprehensive index
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Irish Research: Getting Started
Craig L. Foster, AG®
British Research Specialist - Family History Library
fostercl@familysearch.org

Introduction
The objective of this course is to teach the basic things you need to know to do Irish
research. This begins first with understanding Irish jurisdictions then the primary records
you will use.

Jurisdictions
•
•
•
•

Ireland was one country until 1922 – then divided into the Republic of Ireland
(southern) and Northern Ireland - Antrim, Down, Armagh, Fermanagh, Tyrone,
and Derry [Londonderry]
Large cities – may contain several parishes
Civil Registration districts = Poor Law Unions
Organized from largest to smallest: country, province, county, barony, civil
parish, townland/town

Understanding Parishes
There are two types of parishes in Ireland: civil and ecclesiastical
• Civil parishes – typically share same names and boundaries as ecclesiastical
parishes of Church of Ireland (Anglican Church) – had own diocese
• Parishes of Roman Catholic church - only ecclesiastical, often have different
names and boundaries than civil parishes in the area and more than one name –
had own diocese
The goal is to arrive at the name of the townland in which ancestors lived. Two
important websites are: https://www.townlands.ie/ and www.thecore.com/seanruad.

Civil Registration
Births, marriages and deaths registered in registration districts that followed poor law
union boundaries. Watch for the word “Union” with a place-name.
•
•

April 1, 1845 -- Registration of non-Catholic marriages began
January 1, 1864 -- Civil Registration of all births and deaths and Catholic
marriages began

Information on Irish Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates
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Birth: Birth date and birth place, Child’s name and sex, Father’s name, occupation and
location, Mother’s name including maiden name, Informant information, Registrar’s
name.
Marriage: Bride’s and groom’s names and their ages, Marital condition, occupations
and residences, Date and place of marriage (religion), Names and occupations of both
fathers, Signatures/marks of bride and groom, Two witnesses.
Death: Name and sex of deceased, Age and occupation of deceased, Date, place and
cause of death, Name, description and residence of informant.

Locating the records
•

•
•
•

www.irishgenealogy.ie – Index and images to births (1864-1916), index to
marriages (1845-1941) and images (1870-1941) and index to deaths (18641966) and images (1878-1966). The images for earlier marriages and deaths are
constantly being added.
www.familysearch.org - Indexes 1845-1958 without linked images. The FHL has
marriage records on microfilm from 1845-1870 and death records on microfilm
from 1864-1870 however these have not been digitized as of May 2018.
www.rootsireland.ie – subscription website - indexes and transcriptions for some
counties
All registers available in Ireland - Office of Registrar General for Republic,
www.groireland.ie; General Register Office for Northern Ireland,
www.groni.gov.uk.

Things to Remember
• The name of the townland is typically included in civil registration records
Never trust the birth date. As many as one third of parents “adjusted” the birth day to avoid
paying a late registration fee.

•
•

“Mac,” “Mc” and “O’” may be dropped off the surname. Search with/without and
try interchanging them
Estimated that about 15% of events, mostly births, not registered in early years

Church Records
Roman Catholic
Except for the province of Ulster, about 90% belonged to the Roman Catholic church.
Their records were not lost in the 1922 fire. More were lost through careless record
keepers or were not kept at all. On average, Catholic parish registers begin in 1820 and
they may be in Latin. Information includes:
Baptisms: Child’s name, father’s name, mother’s maiden name, sponsors (godparents)
date of baptism (usually baptized as soon as possible after birth)
Marriages: Name of groom, name of bride, witnesses (often related to bride/groom)
date of marriage
Burials: Registers kept by only about 20% of parishes until 1880. Typically, only give Name of deceased and date of burial.

43

Locating Roman Catholic records
• National Library of Ireland (www.nli.ie) – holds virtually all RC parish registers
pre-1880. These have all been digitized and are available for free
• John Grenham (www.johngrenham.com) also has Roman Catholic parish maps
and links to the NLI digitized parish registers
• Ancestry.com and FindMyPast.com have indexes to those digitized records
• www.rootsireland.ie (subscription) has transcriptions which go to at least 1899.
Church of Ireland
The Church of Ireland is Anglican and was the established church from 1536 to 1871.
About 12% of Irish belonged to it. Many of their records were destroyed in the Four
Courts fire in 1922 (by province: Connaught 61%, Leinster 50%, Munster 61%, Ulster
37%). Search Church of Ireland records even if your ancestor was Roman Catholic
because it was the legally recognized church and many Catholics are baptized, married
and buried there. Information includes:
Baptisms: Child’s name, father’s name, mother’s name (but not maiden), date of
baptism, (from 1820s onwards) date of birth, occupation of father, and “abode”
Marriages: Names of groom and bride, marriage date, and from 1820s onwards addresses of parties, names and addresses of witnesses
Burials: Name of deceased, date of burial
Locating Church of Ireland records
Very few were microfilmed by FamilySearch but check for your parish of interest
• Representative Church Body Library (www.ireland.anglican.org/library) - has
originals and links to those who will research for a fee
• A list of surviving records can be found at:
https://www.ireland.anglican.org/news/7250/church-of-ireland-parish-record
• PRONI (www.proni.gov.uk) - holds many copies for Northern Ireland
• Many are still held locally in the parish church.
Presbyterian
Scottish Presbyterians began migrating to Ulster in 1605. Earliest registers date to the
1690’s but the average start date is 1819. Their records were not destroyed in the 1922
fire. Virtually all Presbyterians lived in six counties in Northern Ireland (Antrim, Armagh,
Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone). Information is like what was kept in
Church of Ireland records. Like the Catholics, few burial records were kept, check the
local Church of Ireland burial grounds.
Locating Presbyterian Church records
• FamilySearch has a few copies or transcripts on microfilm or digitized.
• The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland aka PRONI (www.proni.gov.uk)
also has an extensive collection.
• The Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland
(www.presbyterianhistoryireland.com) has congregational histories and records.
Click on “Collections” to begin your search.
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•

The Ulster Historical Foundation is a website (www.ancestryireland.com) with a
few free records and about 1.8 million pay-per-records, including tombstone
inscriptions.

Census Records
•
•
•

Only 1901 and 1911 survive in their entirety. Both are online at
www.nationalarchives.ie (indexes and images). Remember to check all four
census schedules (Schedules A, N, B1 and B2).
There are some census fragments available for the 1821, 1831, 1841 and 1851
Censuses. The rest were destroyed in the Four Courts fire. Make sure an
ancestor in a census fragment is in the exact right place at the right time.
The 1861, 1871, 1881 and 1891 Censuses were destroyed by government order.

Census Substitutes
Griffith’s Valuation
Griffith’s Valuation tax was assessed from 1848 to 1864 beginning with the counties in
the south and finishing in the north. Information includes:
Contains heads of households only – occupiers and immediate lessors. It is estimated
to contain 80-90% of all heads of households. This can also be used to determine the
names of estate holders who may have estate records with land lease information.
Locating Griffith’s Valuation Records
• AskAboutIreland.ie (www.askaboutireland.ie) has a complete index, images of
published valuation pages and maps to make it possible to find the exact land an
ancestor farmed.
• Also check Valuation Lists (aka Cancel or Revision Books) – 1850’s to 20th
century; lists occupiers kept subsequent to Primary Valuation. May trace a
tenement from generation to generation. Earlier Field Books, Tenure Books,
House Books and Quarto Books may also be valuable. Check the FamilySearch
Wiki for “Ireland Taxation” for more information.
Tithe Appointment
• The tithe was a land-based tax exacted from rural Ireland between 1823 and
1837. It did not apply to inhabitants of the cities or larger towns. The tithe was
used to support the Church of Ireland in rural areas. Information includes the
name of the head of the household and the value of the property. Approximately
40% of heads of household are represented.
• The Irish National Archives (www.nationalarchives.ie) and FamilySearch have
indexes and images (https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1804886).
© 2019 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in
any form for any purpose without prior written permission.

45

SESSION 3

Using Autosomal DNA for 18th and 19th Century Mysteries

Blaine Bettinger

Resources at the Topeka Genealogical Society Library

Barbara LaClair

Getting Started With Jewish Genealogy

Todd Knowles

10 Steps to Reclaiming Your African Roots

Thom Reed

46

Using Autosomal DNA for 18th and 19th Century
Mysteries
Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
www.DNA-Central.com
blainebettinger@gmail.com
Using Autosomal DNA
There are some secret weapons you can use to learn about new matches and break through brick
walls, including the following:
1. Shared Matching
2. Tree Building
Although not the only mechanisms to learn about matches, they are both extremely powerful!

1. Shared Matching
Shared Matches (also called “In Common With” matching) are potentially the most powerful tool
for analyzing the results of DNA testing, yet they are underutilized and misunderstood. Together
we will look at some of the ways to take advantage of these tools to work with our matches and
break through brick walls.
Every major atDNA testing company (23andMe, AncestryDNA, Family Tree DNA, and
MyHeritage) and the third-party tool GEDmatch offers a shared matching tool. Armed with shared
matching and a few known cousins, you can almost instantly create hypotheses about how matches
shared with the known cousins are related. This is also a recursive process, so you can create large
genetic networks of clustered relatives.
In Common With at Family Tree DNA:

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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Shared Matches from AncestryDNA:

Shared Matches at MyHeritage:

Shared Matches at 23andMe:

Using Genetic Networks
A genetic network, whether Shared Matching or Shared Segments (or both!), helps the genealogist
form a group of people that provide HINTS to a shared ancestor or ancestral couple. The theory is
essentially this: it is reasonable to hypothesize (but NOT to conclude) that people in a Shared
Match Cluster or a Shared Segment Cluster share the same common ancestor. Thus, if we can
find the ancestral couple we share with one or more members of the cluster, we can hypothesize
how we’re related to the other members of the cluster!

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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The steps for utilizing a genetic network are relatively straightforward:
1. STEP 1: Identify a Shared Match or Shared Segment Cluster
2. STEP 2: Review the trees of the individuals in the cluster (if any);
3. STEP 3: Identify one or more ancestors shared in common between your tree and the
tree(s) of one or more individuals in the cluster. If there are no identified ancestors shared
in common, review the trees for surnames and/or locations you recognize;
4. STEP 4: Formulate a hypothesis that you are related to the other members of the cluster
via the same identified one or more ancestors; and
5. STEP 5: Pursue the hypothesis by gathering new evidence (build trees, contact matches,
test other relatives, etc.).

2. Tree Building (Including “Research” Trees)
It is ESSENTIAL to build trees for your genetic matches, if you want to identify who they are and
how they are related to you. If you can discover enough information about a match, often just a
name or the name of a single ancestor, you can often build a tree for that match.
You can build a tree online, in your genealogy software, or however you prefer to build trees. Be
sure to keep the tree private so that you don’t spread misinformation or disrupt a match’s tree. One
type of tree built for genetic matches is the “Research” tree. A Research tree is a HINT generator
(JUST LIKE ANY OTHER FAMILY TREE is a hint generator!) which is built without meeting
accepted genealogical guidelines or standards. It is only to generate hypotheses about
relationships, to fish for clues, and is NEVER used as standalone evidence.
There are two great YouTube videos about building Research trees. The first is an AncestryDNA
video by Crista Cowan and Angie Bush. The video is approximately 23 minutes long and can be
found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VP8rUlZbmeA (or search “AncestryDNA Mirror
Trees” at YouTube).
The second video is by me and is entitled “The Matching Tree Method.” The video is
approximately 20 minutes long and can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmOZXCxsqNU
Additional Tree Building Resources
•

•
•

Bettinger, Blaine. Are You Doing Everything to Identify Your Matches? The Genetic
Genealogist, 11 March 2017 (https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/03/11/are-youdoing-everything-to-identify-your-matches/).
Jones, Thomas. Perils of Source Snobbery, OnBoard 18 (May 2012) (published online at:
https://bcgcertification.org/skillbuilding-perils-of-source-snobbery/).
Hocker, Kris. Quick & Dirty Trees for DNA Matches, A Pennsylvania Dutch Genealogy,
25 Oct 2018 (http://www.krishocker.com/quick-dirty-trees-for-dna-matches/).

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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Additional Resources:
Here are for much more about shared matching:
•

•
•
•

•

•

23andMe. Relatives In Common Tool. 23andMe Customer Care
(https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/221689668-Relatives-In-CommonTool).
Ancestry.com. AncestryDNA Shared Matches. Ancestry Support, 22 June 2017
(https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-Shared-Matches).
Bettinger, Blaine. Clustering Shared Matches. The Genetic Genealogist, 3 January 2017
(https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/01/03/clustering-shared-matches/).
Bettinger, Blaine. Are You Doing Everything to Identify Your Matches? The Genetic
Genealogist, 11 March 2017 (https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/03/11/are-you-doingeverything-to-identify-your-matches/).
Bettinger, Blaine. Using Shared Matches – A Quick Example. The Genetic Genealogist, 7
October 2017 (https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/10/07/using-shared-matches-a-quickexample/).
MyHeritage. Introducing the DNA Match Review Page. MyHeritage Blog, 22 August 2017
(https://blog.myheritage.com/2017/08/new-review-match-page-discover-how-you-arerelated-to-your-dna-matches/).

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.

Page 4 of 4

50

Resources at the Topeka Genealogical Society
Library
Barbara LaClair, November 2020

ABOUT THE TGS LIBRARY (https://tgstopeka.org/cpage.php?pt=53 )
Privately operated, non-profit organization. No public funding support. All volunteer.
Location: 2717 SE Indiana, Topeka, KS
Normal hours: 1-4pm M,W, Thurs and 10am-3pm Sat. Currently closed due to COVID; open
by appointment.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, Free. (donations are welcomed)
Most materials circulate, may be checked out by TGS members

THE LIBRARY COLLECTION
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strong collection of Shawnee County records and materials
Extensive collections for Kansas and Missouri
Materials from nearly all states and many foreign countries
More than 11,000 books
700+ Genealogical periodical titles
Maps
Original records
Family surname files
Searchable online catalog
Complete set of Mayflower Descendants “Silver” books
Daughters of the American Colonists library collection

SHAWNEE COUNTY RESOURCES
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Original Shawnee County Probate Court record books, 1860s – 1920s
Original Shawnee County Naturalization record books, 1860s – 1920s
Original Shawnee County Marriage License Applications, 1860s – 1920s
Original Shawnee County Tax Record Books
Columbian Title Company Abstract Books – 800 volumes
Topeka City Directories
School yearbooks
County History Books
Historic Atlases and Plat maps
Pedigree charts submitted by TGS members, and indexes
Indexes, compiled databases and finding aids

B. LaClair – Resources at the Topeka Genealogical Society Library
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Original Shawnee County Probate & Naturalization Records

Marriage License Application, 1913

B. LaClair – Resources at the Topeka Genealogical Society Library
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1921 Shawnee Co. Directory of Farmers, Kansas Mail & Breeze
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Petition for Naturalization, 1908
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Beginning Jewish Research
W. Todd Knowles AG®
knowleswt@familysearch.org.

One of the very first steps in finding your Jewish ancestors is to determine where they came from.
For most Jewish researchers, their search begins with a grandparent or other relative who came to
America from Europe. The key to a successful search is identifying the birthplace of that immigrant
ancestor. In this class we will identify sources and records to help in locating that birthplace. While
there are many different sources that may identify our ancestors are listed below. In most cases
there are examples listed, but for everyone listed there are many not mentioned that may provide
important clues and should be searched.

Types of Jews and their naming customs
It is important to determine which type of Jews your ancestor was. The records that contain your
ancestors or the process followed by the researcher can be different depending on which group
they belonged to.
●

Ashkenazic: The largest group of Jews in the world, these are the Yiddish speaking Jews
who originate in Central and Eastern Europe. Most American Jews are of Askenazic
descent. Most people who fit into this group did not take surnames until the late 18th century
into the early part of the 19th century depending on where they lived. The laws requiring
Jews to take names were passed at different times in different countries (see Jewish
Genealogy research outline for the various dates). Generally, most Ashkenazic Jews will
not name a child after a living relative.

●

Sephardic: These are descendants of the Jews who lived in Spain and Portugal before
1492. Much smaller in number than the Askenazic Jews, some also include the Jews of
the Middle East in this group. Sephardic Jews first began using surnames in the 1500’s.

●

Oriental or Eastern Jews: This group of Jews includes those who don’t fit into the above two
groups. They include Jews from North Africa, Yemen, Persia, turkey and other lands.

Census Records
The first stop for most researchers looking for their Jewish ancestors is the United States census.
The census is helpful to the researcher in identifying place of birth. The census records between
1850 and 1930 will give various pieces of information.
●

1850 and later, census will identify country of birth.

●

1880 and later, census will identify country of birth for parents.

●

1900 and later, census lists year of immigration
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●

1920 lists year of naturalization.

United States census records that have been released are available for searching online. They can
be found at:
●

www.heritagequestonline.com

●

www.ancestry.com

●

www.familysearch.org

While they are both pay sites, free access is available at many Family History centers and libraries
that have access.
Once ancestors have been identified in their home countries, there are various censuses where
they may be found. These censuses can be done on a various levels, from the country level down
to a small census of a community. While there are many censuses, two good examples are:
The 1939 Minority Census of Germany. While its title states it was a census of all minorities, only
Jews are listed. The census is contained on 292 rolls of microfilm, of which just under half are for
Berlin. A register has been compiled showing the breakdown of films:
Edlund, Thomas Kent. The German Minority Census of 1939, An Introduction and Register.
Teaneck,
NJ: Avotayna, Inc., 1996. (FHL book 943 X22e.)
Hungarian 1848 National Census of Jews:
Conscriptio Judaeorum, 1848 (Census of Jews, 1848). Budapest: Magyar Országos levélárban
történt, 1970. (FHL film #719,823 – 719, 828, 754368 item 2.)

Emigration and Immigration
One of the best sources for identifying your ancestors place of birth are the records of people
coming into the United States (immigration). This can be especially helpful when combined with the
United states census. For records of people arriving from the middle of the 19th century there are
two great sources:
www.ellisisland.org
Also, Steve Morse has made searching for passenger lists much easier, his One-Step Webpages
can be found at:
www.stevemorse.org.
There are also other searchable databases available at:
www.jewishgen.org/databases/
The Jewishgen website is an excellent source of information on all Jewish genealogy topics and
should become a source that is frequently searched by anyone researching Jewish genealogy.
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Civil Registration
The government registration of births, marriages and deaths (hatches, matches and dispatches)
can be a wonderful source for location the vital records of our ancestors. The dates the records
began, differ from country to country (See the research outlines for each country for more
information). These records can be a great source for information such as place of birth, mother’s
maiden name, etc.

Church Records
While most people would not expect to find their Jewish ancestors in the records of Christian
churches, many can be found there. In many countries where there was an established church,
such as Catholic or Lutheran, the records for the entire population, including the Jewish people can
be found in those records.

Gazetteers
The use of gazetteers is a must for the Jewish Researcher. The Family History Library has a large
collection from all over the world, and many are available online.
Mokotoff, Gary and Sallyann Amdur Sack. Where Once We Walked- A Guide to the Jewish
Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust. Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu, Inc.1991 (FHL book #940 E5
ms) and
Jewish Gen Shtetl Seeker can be found at:
www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker.loctown.htm

Collections
Some families and researchers have put together collections of Jewish families that may include
genealogical information, biographies, and histories. Examples are:
Stern, Malcolm H. First American Jewish Families, 600 Genealogies 1654-1988. 3rd Edition.
Baltimore: Oppenheimer Publishers, Inc. 1991. (FHL book 973 F2frs.)
Knowles, William Todd. Knowles Collection: (Available at www.familysearch.org) Contains the
records of the Jews of the World. As of Mar 0f 2020 contains the records of over 1,400,000 Jews.
Can be followed at knowlescollection.blogspot.com.

Archives
Many Archives and libraries have tried to preserve the records of the Jewish people. While many
may have some records, and should be searched, the following archives have the more significant
holdings.
YIVO INSTITUTE The YIVO Institute has the world largest collection of books and materials
dealing with the history and culture of the Jews of Eastern Europe. Amongst their holdings are
many wonderful genealogical records including a large collection of yizkor books (Holocaust town
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memorial books).
They can be reached at:
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research
Center for Jewish History
15 West 16th Street
New York, NY 10011
www.yivoinstitute.org
Leo Baeck Institute The Leo Baeck Institute is dedicated to preserving the records of all Jewish
communities where German was the language spoken. The collection includes records from the
17th century to the Holocaust, including pedigrees, family histories and Jewish community histories.
The institute also has a Family Research Department to assist genealogists in their searches.
They can be reached at:
Leo Baeck Institute
15 West 16th Street
New York, NY 10011
www.lbi.org
Yad Vashem Yad Vashem is the major repository in the world for everything dealing with the
Holocaust. The library contains almost 100,000 volumes documenting the Holocaust. Amongst the
holdings are the manuscript collection, called Pages of Testimony which identifies more than 3
million Jews murdered in the Holocaust.
They can be reached at:
Yad Vashem Martyrs and Heroes
Remembrance Authority
PO Box 3477
Jerusalem Israel
www.yadvashem.org
Other Sources:
Kurzweil, Arthur. From Generation to Generation: How to Trace Your Jewish Genealogy and
Family History. Updated edition with online resources. San Francisco :Josey-Bass Publishers,
2004. (FHL book 929.1 K967f2004)
Enclopedia Judaica. 17 vols. Jerusalem: Keter, 1972, 1982 (FHL book 296.03 En 19j)
www.jewishencyclopedia.com
Mokotoff, Gary and Warren Blatt. Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy. Bergenfield, NJ: Avotaynu,
1999. (FHL book 973 D27)

© 2017 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in any
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10 Steps to Reclaiming Your African Roots
A Guide to Navigating African American Genealogy
By Thom Reed
The desire to navigate one’s identity and heritage can be easily overwhelmed by an onslaught
of information and resources. Tackling your family history does not have to be complicated if
you follow the right steps. This handout is designed to help you follow a step-by-step process
to get started.

1. Write Down What You Know
Contrary to modern instinct, capturing your family history doesn’t begin online—it begins
with you! Before you head online, write down everything you know about your family. Print
out a pedigree chart to help keep track of everyone. Doing so will help you to easily spot any
holes or gaps in information. At the back of this guide, you will find an example pedigree
chart to use and fill out.

2. Find Artifacts around the Home
Look for any possible information about your family and ancestors in records you may have
in your home or in a relative’s home. The more information you gather, the easier it will be
to locate and recognize individuals in other records. Records to look for include obituaries,
funeral programs, death records, birth records, journals, diaries, family Bibles, family letters,
and photographs. Though not always easy to access, the cemeteries where relatives are
buried can help you collect useful information as well. Label and organize the documents
and photos you have discovered, and thoroughly review them for additional information.

3. Interview Relatives
After you have exhausted your own personal knowledge, it’s time to reach out to your
parents, siblings, and extended relatives to document the people and facts that you’ve yet to
uncover. Ask them for your help in filling in the blanks of your pedigree chart or My Family:
Stories That Bring Us Together booklet. Beyond asking for basic information, conducting
interviews with your relatives will help you in compiling an oral history. Oral histories add
an invaluable layer with stories, personalities, and details that bring your ancestors to life.
The FamilySearch Family Tree and the FamilySearch Memories app can help you to record
those interviews.
For tips on how to successfully conduct an interview, head to the FamilySearch wiki page:
familysearch.org/wiki/en/Creating_Oral_Histories
For more information on the FamilySearch Family Tree and FamilySearch Memories app,
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check out: familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-apps-oral-histories/

4. Create a FamilySearch Account
Once you’ve laid the proper foundation, now is the time to get online and input the
information you’ve collected. Head to FamilySearch.org and sign up for a free account. You
will need an email address or an SMS phone number in order to create one. Creating a
FamilySearch account will allow you to preserve your family’s information. On
FamilySearch, you can collaborate with others who have common ancestors. With your
permission, others can also access your information to provide you with additional help if
needed. Sign up for a free account here: familysearch.org/register/

5. Create Your Own Family Tree
As you complete the steps to sign up for a FamilySearch account, FamilySearch will direct
you to begin inputting the information you’ve collected on your own and with other family
members. Begin adding the names, dates, and locations as instructed.
Once you’ve created an account, log in, click the “Family Tree” tab, and begin adding names
to your family tree. Input the names, dates, and locations you’ve collected.
You do not need all of an ancestor’s information to add them to the tree. Simply input as
much as you can, and then come back later to add more or correct the information. You can
always edit and update an ancestor’s profile at any time.
For more information on adding names to the tree, head here:
w w w . familysearch.org/blog/en/how-to-start-a-family-tree/

6. Search for Existing Ancestors
Look to see if your ancestors are already in the tree by accessing FamilySearch Family Tree.
With a database of more than 1.2 billion ancestors, the FamilySearch shared tree is a
cooperative public tree where FamilySearch users can see how they connect to each other.
Instead of concentrating efforts on privately constructing individual trees, FamilySearch
users work together to build a single shared tree that helps everyone discover more about
their ancestors and other family members.
In many instances, people are already working on your tree unbeknownst to you. Search the
FamilySearch shared tree to see if ancestors have already been captured on the tree, saving
you a lot of time and unnecessary work.
For instructions on how to search the shared family tree and connect it to your profile, head
here:
familysearch.org/blog/en/find-my-ancestors-familysearch-family-tree/

7. Look for Blanks
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Look for empty spots in your family tree by examining it in various formats. Formats such
as the fan chart can help you to more clearly see where you’re missing family
information, giving you a starting point for where to continue searching. Once you’ve
identified blanks, search for additional information on existing ancestors, or begin
searching records as defined in the next step.
To discover the various ways of looking at your family tree, head
here: familysearch.org/blog/en/new-discovery-fan-chart-familytree/

8. Search for Historical Records
There are a host of records available to search on both the federal and state levels. While
we are unable to review every kind of record in this guide, here are the following record
types that will best help you as you get started:
• Census Records
• Vital Records (Birth, marriage and death)
• Military Records

Unique African American Records after 1865
•
•

•

Freedman’s Bank Records: familysearch.org/searchcollection/1417695
Freedmen’s Bureau Records: discoverfreedmen.org
U.S. Colored Troops: familysearch.org/search/collection/1932431

All these record collections are critical for researching African American ancestors, and
many more collections are available as well. For more information, head to the
FamilySearch
wiki page dedicated to African American genealogy:
familysearch.org/wiki/en/African_American_Genealogy

9. Add Photos and Stories
Breathe life and personality into your genealogy by uploading photos and adding stories
in the Memories section of FamilySearch. This is a perfect way to preserve artifacts,
photos, stories, and oral interviews in a location where all of your family members can
access it for free. Begin adding your memories here: familysearch.org/photos/

10.Work Together as a Family
Throughout your entire journey, lean on the support of your family. Enlist your
immediate and extended family in searching for names, collecting artifacts, and adding
people to the family tree. Doing so will bring you joy and strengthen your family ties.
Talk with your parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents about your family
stories. Gather any photos or documents you and your relatives may already have.
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Chromosome Mapping
Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
www.DNA-Central.com

blainebettinger@gmail.com
Chromosome Mapping
Chromosome mapping is an autosomal DNA technique used to assign segments of DNA to an
ancestor or ancestral couple based on sharing those segments of DNA with a known relative. In
the case of tested ancestors (parents, grandparents, etc.), segments shared with the ancestor are
easily mapped as having come from that ancestor. In the case of tested relatives who are not
ancestors, segments are mapped to the ancestor or ancestral couple shared with that tested relative.
Generally, the closer the relative the greater the number of shared segments.
Chromosome mapping can be complicated by factors such as endogamy, pedigree collapse, and
other issues. It can be challenging to map segments for genetic matches that share several different
family lines. Small segments (smaller than 7 cM) can also be an issue when chromosome mapping,
as small segments may be false.
Testing Relatives
Almost any relative can be used for chromosome mapping. Siblings and children are generally not
useful for chromosome mapping, as a full sibling shares both parents, a half-sibling shares one
parent, and children inherited your DNA. Beyond that, however, other relatives sharing DNA with
you can help you map your segments. For example, segments shared with the following cousins
can be mapped as described:
-

Aunt/uncle – segments mapped to your grandparents;
Full first cousins – segments mapped to shared set of grandparents;
Half cousins – segments mapped to a set of shared great-grandparents;
Full second cousins – segments mapped to a set of shared great-grandparents
And so on…

Segment Data
Chromosome Mapping relies on segment data, which is information about the piece(s) of DNA
that two people share. Typically, segment data includes a chromosome number, start location, stop
location, segment size, and perhaps the number of tested SNPs in the segment.
Name
Julio G.

Chromosome Start
Chr3
14,409,980

End
25,297,332

Size
12 cM

SNP
1,437

The main sources of segment data from the following companies or third-party tools:
- 23andMe, Family Tree DNA, MyHeritage, and GEDmatch

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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AncestryDNA does not provide segment data to test-takers. If both matches transfer to GEDmatch
or another testing company, they can obtain that segment data. Living DNA also does currently
provide matching or segment data, but the company does plan to offer matching later in 2018. It’s
possible that they might provide segment data at that time.
DNA Painter (https://dnapainter.com/)
DNA Painter is a website that allows you to map shared segments of DNA to your chromosomes.
The site also offers powerful tools to estimate your relationships to unknown matches.

The site is created and managed by Jonny Perl of London, a programmer and active member of
the genetic genealogy community.

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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An example of a chromosome painting project:

Mapping Your Ethnicity
23andMe is currently the only testing company that provides segment data for ethnicity estimates.
The segment data found in the “Ancestry Composition Chromosome Painting” at 23andMe can be
downloaded as a CSV file.
First, go to your Ancestry Composition page and click on “Scientific Details”:

Then chose a confidence level and download the CSV file:

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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At DNA Painter, you can upload the file using the tools/settings (the GEAR ICON):

DNA Painter Resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blaine Bettinger, “DNA Painter,” YouTube, October 20, 2017
(https://youtu.be/wyjcJxywTZI).
“DNA Painter User Group,” Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/groups/dnapainter/).
DNA Painter, “Painting your DNA with inferred matches,” Medium, October 27, 2017
(https://medium.com/@dnapainter/painting-your-dna-with-inferred-matches28718a3da44c).
Mercedes. “How to Download Your Ethnicity Data from 23 and Me,” Who Are You
Made Of?, August 29, 2018 (https://whoareyoumadeof.com/blog/2018/08/29/how-todownload-your-ethnicity-data-from-23-and-me/).
Perl, Jonny. “Examining Your DNA Matches with DNA Painter,” RootsTech, February
2017 (https://www.rootstech.org/video/examining-your-dna-matches-with-dna-painterjonny-perl).
Perl, Jonny. “Help,” DNA Painter (https://dnapainter.com/help/articles).

©2020, Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.
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Getting Started in Finding Your Identity
By Sherri Camp
Genealogy Librarian
Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library
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SKILLS & TOOLS TO BUST BRICK WALLS
By Marty Flannagan
PURPOSE: REVIEW OF TOOLS AVAILABLE TO BUST THROUGH THE WALLS AND BUILD YOUR SKILLS

REVIEW WHAT YOU HAVE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

PRINT OUT WHAT YOU HAVE ON YOUR ANCESTOR.
THIS INCLUDES THEIR CHILDREN, THEIR SIBLINGS, AND HUSBAND/S.
THIS IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT STEP. REVIEW YOUR WORK.
LOOK FOR ERRORS (DID YOU TRY TO MAKE IT WORK?).
DEVELOP A FOCUSED RESEARCH QUESTION.
WHAT ARE YOU MISSING?

MAKE A LIST OF DOCUMENTS YOU NEED TO SOLVE EACH PROBLEM.

WHERE HAVE YOU RESEARCH BEFORE? DO YOU HAVE THE
DATE OF THAT RESEARCH?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

HAS THE RECORD BEEN UPDATED SINCE YOU LAST LOOKED?
MAKE A LIST OF OTHER PLACES TO SEARCH.
MAKE A LIST OF LIBRARIES/COURT HOUSES TO CALL OR VISIT.
MAKE A LIST OF LOCATIONS OR CERMETERIES TO VISIT.
HAVE YOU USED BOTH INDIRECT & NEGATIVE EVIDENCE?
BUILD OUT EACH IDENTITIES INVOLVED WITH THE BRICK WALL.

TOOLS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

USE REEARCH LOGS
USE CONTACT LOGS
LEARN WHAT IS IN EACH LIBRARY THAT COULD HELP YOU
USE GOOGLE
USE FAMILY SEARCH WIKI
USE ONLINE TREES
USE NEWSPAPERS
USE DNA
ARE YOU GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR SEARCH?

BUILD YOUR SKILLS
• LEARN NEW SKILLS BY PARTICPATING IN WEBINARS & JOINING FACEBOOK PAGES.
• VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARIES/GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES.
• LEARN BY WATCHING YouTube VIDEOS
• FOLLOW EXPERTS ON THEIR BLOGS
• DEVELOP A FAN NETWORK
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Basics of Swedish Research
Kathy Meade kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com

Have Swedish Roots and don’t know how to get started?
The two biggest challenges for descendants of Swedish emigrants are locating the ancestor’s parish of
origin and identifying the ancestor’s original Swedish name. You will need your ancestor’s Swedish name,
parish where your ancestor lived and a date such as a birth, marriage, death or emigration date before you
can begin your research in the Swedish records.

Get started
Study Swedish research guides (Guides are listed in the resource section).

What do I need to know before I begin my Swedish research?
➢ Become familiar with the Swedish alphabet.
o
o

Three additional letters at end of alphabet – å, ä, ö.
Flexible spelling, letters are often interchanged such as k and q, v and f, e and ä.

➢ Naming Conventions
o

The patronymic naming system was in common use up to the end of the 19th century
within Sweden. Between 90 and 95% of the population used the patronymic naming system.
A child was the son of or the daughter of the father. Thus, if the father’s name is Sven
Johansson, his son’s name might be Anders Svensson or Anders the son of Sven. Likewise, a
daughter might be named Anna Svensdotter or Anna the daughter of Sven. When a woman
married, she did not adopt her husband’s name upon marriage but kept her patronymic.

o

During the 19th century, many townspersons who didn’t want to be considered poor farmers
adopted family names often called “nature names”. These “nature names” usually would
consist of two parts such as Dalberg. Dal is valley and berg is mountain.

o

Soldiers were given military names while in the military. One could not have fifty Johan
Andersson’s in a military unit, so each person unit was assigned a unique name. Military
names sometimes represented a personal quality like Rapp (quick), a military term or an
association with the place where the person served. When leaving the military service, some
soldiers did keep their military name while many reverted to using their patronymicname.

o

Many of the Swedish emigrants changed their name while in Sweden and after they emigrated
often the name was changed again. Some kept the patronymic but usually dropped the second
“s” in the name. “Andersson” became “Anderson”. Other names were changed to an
Anglicized form; Karl or Carl in Swedish often became Charles in the New World. Some
names were partially translated into English. Sjöberg became Seaberg. Once in the new
county, some emigrants totally changed their names, “New country, new name”.

➢ Geography
o

The key to Swedish research is to know the parish in Sweden where your ancestor resided
because the church records are organized by parish. There are several important geographical
terms to become familiar with: province (landskap) or province; county (län) and parish
(socken).

o

The creation of Sweden in the 11th century was formed by the unification of local kingdoms
that were ruled by local leaders. These kingdoms became the 24 provinces (landskap) of
Sweden. In 1634 the Swedish kingdom was reorganized and provinces gave way to the new
county (län) structure. Some provinces were identical to the new county. Other provinces
were subdivided into two or three counties. These county boundaries remained mostly the
same until about 1970 when some boundaries changes or counties merged.
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o

It is important to understand the difference between province (landskap) and county (län).
While the provinces have no administrative functions, they still retain a cultural historical
significance and have defined geographical borders. The counties (län) were and remain
administrative units and that is where the records were kept. The county (län) is divided into
parishes (socken). The church records were kept by the local parish and the church was
responsible for keeping all vital records up until 1991.

The Hunt Begins
➢ Search personal sources
o

The first step is to begin with yourself and your family. First, gather all the information that
you can from personal sources about your Swedish ancestor who emigrated. Personal sources
include interviews with family members, the family Bible, old letters, post cards and diaries.
These sources may include names of family members and place names in Sweden. Old
photographs may have the name of the photo studio that took the picture that may prove
helpful in providing a clue to the place of origin. Old letters and diaries might provide names
of siblings and parents who might provide links to tracing your ancestor. Remember, spellings
of place names may be phonetic or anglicized but gather this information.

➢ Search public sources
o

Marriage and death certificates may provide age information. U.S. Census and state census
records can provide information such as age, birth year and emigration year. Applications for
naturalization often have detailed information including the place within Sweden where the
emigrant resided. World War 1 and World War II draft registration records will provide birth
date and the World War II draft registrations records often will show the place in Sweden
where the person had resided. Obituaries often provide the name of the place in Sweden of
origin as well as siblings or relatives within Sweden. Tombstones will often have the birth
date and death date. These records can provide additional clues in the hunt. Many of these
records are now online. Many are available on subscriptions sites such as www.ancestry.com
or on free sites such as www.familysearch.org.

➢ Search Swedish-American Church Books
o

➢

Search Swedish-American Newspapers
o

➢

Many Swedish immigrants joined Swedish-American churches primarily Lutheran but also
other denominations such as Baptist, Swedish Covenant and Methodist. These churches kept
very detailed records including the name of the parish in Sweden where the person was born.
Many of these Swedish American church records have been microfilmed and are available at
the Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center in Rock Island, Illinois. The link to the
Swenson Center is: https://www.augustana.net/general-information/swensoncenter/genealogy . Many of these records are now available on Ancestry.com. The amount of
information will vary dependent upon the individual congregation but if the information is
complete, you can often find in these records: date and place of birth and baptism; date
received as a church member; and arrival year in America. Many Swedish-American church
records for Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota and Nebraska are now available on ArkivDigital.net, a
subscription site.

The Swenson Center also has many Swedish-American newspapers on microfilm. Many
obituaries can be found in these newspapers. For a list of the newspapers that are on
microfilm, visit the Swenson Center’s website: http://www.augustana.edu/x14666.xml. Now,
many of these newspapers are now online at the Minnesota Historical Society’s web site:
http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/swedishamerican

Search Passenger Ship Lists
o

There are two out of print books that give detailed information about Swedish passenger
arrivals between 1820 and 1850 in U.S. ports both written by Nils William Olsson. One is
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o
o

o
o

➢

titled Swedish Passenger Arrivals in U. S. Ports 1820-150 and the other is Swedish Passenger
Arrivals in New York 1820-1850.
The majority of Swedes traveled from Gothenburg (Göteborg) to New York but some ships
also landed in Boston, Philadelphia, Portland, Maine, Halifax, Montreal and Quebec. For New
York arrivals, you should check Castle Garden records and after 1892 Ellis Island records.
You can find indexes and ship manifests of passengers leaving Swedish ports on
Ancestry’s World Edition http://www.ancestry.com in the section, Emigration Records
from Sweden and also on the subscription sites: www.arkivdigital.net and
www.emiweb.se. This index includes the names of about 1.4 million persons leaving from
Swedish ports between 1869 and 1951.
Many Swedes emigrated from Norwegian ports especially emigrants from Dalsland,
Värmland and Jämtland.
You can find Swedes who left from Danish ports at
http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne. This database includes persons
leaving between the years 1869 and 1908. You can select the English language.

Search Emigration Records
o

There are two sets of Swedish records listing emigrants: utflyttning records in the church
books and the annual emigrant list sent from each parish to the Central Bureau of Statistics
(Statistiska Centralbyrån). The latter set of records begins in 1860.

o

Emibas is a CD with 1.1 million names of persons who left Sweden of between 1845 and
1930 and is 75 per cent complete. The original source for the database is the moving out
(utflyttning) records from the church books. This is one of the most powerful tools because it
is searchable on many parameters such as birth date, emigration date, name, parish, county,
and other data. The CD is no longer being produced but the contents of Emibas are now
available on the subscription site www.emiweb.se and also on www.ancestry.com.

o

The emigration extracts or SCB emigrants are available on the National Swedish Archives
subscription site (http://sok.riksarkivet.se/) and some are listed on www.emiweb.se.

What are the Swedish Records?
➢ Swedish Church Books
o

The Swedish Church Records are a treasure for the Swedish genealogist because there are so
many records and they are so complete. While it is not known for certain, when the Swedish
Church began keeping the records, some records from the 1500’s have been preserved. A
Church Law of 1686 required the clergy to keep records of births, christening, marriages,
deaths and burials in the parish as well as records of persons moving in and moving out of the
parish. The Swedish Church was responsible for maintaining the vital records up to 1991.

o

The Swedish Church Records include fourteen record types. The most commonly used by the
genealogist are the birth (födelse), marriage (vigsel), death (död), moving in/moving out
(inflyttning och utflyttning) and household examination records (husförshörslängd).

o

The household examination records (husförshörslängd) are wonderful sources to reconstruct
one’s family history. Each year, the minister was required to take a spiritual and physical
accounting of all who lived within the parish. The ministers recorded this information in
large books usually one spread (similar to an accounting spread sheet) per household and they
were updated each year for about five or ten years and then a new volume was created. These
books are usually organized by farm, village or place in alphabetical or geographical order.
Many books include village indexes in the front or the back of the volume. For each
household, the minister recorded name, birthdates, birth place, marriage date, moving in or
moving out information as well as notations on each person’s religious knowledge. The
household examination records allow one to trace a person from birth to death or birth to
emigration. In many cases, it is possible to know exactly where a person resided each year of
this life.
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➢ SCB Records
o

These are transcripts of birth, marriage and death records kept by the government agency,
Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistiska Centralbyrån). These records cover the years 1860 to
1949.

➢ Estate Inventories (Bouppteckning)
o

These are inventories of the assets and debts of the deceased somewhat similar to a probate
record. The estate inventories consist two parts: the ingress or preamble and the inventory. The
preamble gives information about the deceased and names the heirs. Estate inventories can be
helpful in proving genealogical relationships as well as solving genealogical mysteries.

➢ Tax/Population Registers (Mantal)
o

Tax/population registers that were created annually. These records are not as detailed as the
household examination records but can be helpful in cases where the church records have been
destroyed.

➢ Other Records
o

There are many other records that one can use to research further one’s Swedish heritage.
Among the many records include court records, military records, prison records, land records,
orphanage, hospital, school and much more. Many of these records are now becoming accessible
online.

Where are the records?
➢ Original records
o

Regional Archives in Sweden

➢ Online sites
o
o
o
o
o

www.arkivdigital.net $Subscription site.
Swedish National Archives http://sok.riksarkivet.se/ Free site
www.ancestry.com World Edition $Subscription site.
www.familysearch.org – Indexes available to all but most of the images are only
available to members of the Church of Latter-Day Saints or at the Family History
Library, a Family History Center or a Family History Affiliate.
www.myheritage.com $Subscription site - Household examination records 1840-1947 for all
of Sweden

Seek assistance
➢ Message boards and Facebook groups
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Swedish Resources
CATEGORY
Research Guide
Research Guide
Dictionary
Dictionary
Dictionary

NAME
Family Search
Wiki
Swedish Roots
Swedish Genealogy
Guide
SweGGate

Maps

Demographic
Database of
Southern Sweden
County Maps 1890

Maps

Historical Maps

SwedishAmerican
Resources
Emigration

Swenson Center

Emigration
Emigration
Emigration
Military
Military

Directories

Other

Emigration
Records
Swedish Passenger
Ship Index
Norwegian
Passenger List
Danish Passenger
List
Central Soldier’s
Register
Hans Högman
Genealogy &
History Site
Swedish Telephone
Book and searches
for living people
DIS Society

URL
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy
https://www.rotter.se/swedish-roots
http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/
Click on dictionaries.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~swewgw/
Click on dictionaries and encyclopedias,
http://www.ddss.nu
Click on English flag for English site and then click on
glossary.
http://memmingsforskarna.se/sockenkartor.html
Click on desired county. A PDF will open with a county
showing parishes with numbers followed by one-page listing
parishes by number and a second page with parishes in
alphabetical order showing the number on the map.
http://www.lantmateriet.se/en/
Click on historical maps.
https://www.augustana.edu/swenson/genealogy

http://www.emiweb.se $Subscription site
http://search.ancestry.com/Places/Europe/Sweden/Default.aspx
$Subscription site
https://digitalarkivet.no/
http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne/
Select the English language.
https://www.soldatreg.se/sok-soldat/
http://www.hhogman.se/military.htm
Scroll down and search military – excellent site for Swedish
military history and Swedish genealogy.
http://www.eniro.se/
http://www.birthday.se
http://www.hitta.se
http://www.dis.se
Search for other people researching your family

SWEDISH RESOURCES
ONLINE SITES FOR SWEDISH RECORDS

URL

ArkivDigital - $ subscription
Ancestry (World Edition) - $ subscription
National Swedish Archives free site
Family Search – free site
MyHeritage $ Subscription (1840-1947 household
records)
Stockholm City Archives – free site

http://www.arkivdigital.net
http://www.ancestry.com
https://sok.riksarkivet.se/
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.myheritage.com
http://www.ssa.stockholm.se/
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SWEDISH ARCHIVES
National Archives (Riksarkivet)
Regional Archive Göteborg
Regional Archive Härnösand
Regional Archive Lund
Regional Archive Uppsala
Regional Archive Vadstena
Regional Archive Visby
Regional Archive Östersund
Stockholm City Archives
Malmö City Archives
Värmland Archives
Military Archives
National Archives Database

URL
http://riksarkivet.se/startpage
http://riksarkivet.se/goteborg
http://riksarkivet.se/harnosand
http://riksarkivet.se/lund
http://riksarkivet.se/uppsala
http://riksarkivet.se/vadstena
http://riksarkivet.se/visby
http://riksarkivet.se/ostersund
http://www.ssa.stockholm.se
http://www.malmo.se/stadsarkivet#”
http://varmlandsarkiv.regionvarmland.se/
http://riksarkivet.se/krigsarkivet
http://sok.riksarkivet.se/nad

Swedish Genealogy Books
Clemensson, Per & Kjell Andersson. Your Swedish Roots. Provo, Utah: Ancestry Publishing, 2004.
Johansson, Carl-Erik. Cradled in Sweden. Sandy, Utah: Everton Publishers, 2002. (Out of print)
Olsson, Nils William. Swedish Passenger Arrivals in New York 1820-1850. Chicago, Illinois: The
Swedish Pioneer Historical Society, 1967. (Out of Print)
Barr, Elinor. Swedes in Canada: Invisible Immigrants. Toronto, Ontario, Canada: University of Toronto
Press, 2015.

Swedish Genealogy CDs
CATEGORY
Death Index

NAME
1860-2017

WHERE TO PURCHASE
https://www.rotterbokhandeln.se/product.html/sverigesdodbok-7?category_id=10
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Topeka Resources
Topeka Kansas Family History Center
E-mail: KS_Topeka@familyhistorymail.org
Address: 2401 SW Kingsrow Rd., Topeka, KS 66614
Telephone: (785) 271-6818
Hours:

•

Wednesday: 10am-12:30pm, 12:30pm-4:00pm and 6pm-8:30pm
Thursday: 6:00pm-8:30pm
'Saturday: By Appointment - Call (785) 271-6818'

•

PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM HOURS PRIOR TO COMING TO THE CENTER

•
•

Holiday Schedule: Closed Thanksgiving week, 2 weeks at Christmas and New Year,
and all major holidays. We occasionally close unexpectedly because of inclement
weather or illness. Please call for information about unexpected alterations to our
normal operation hours.
Closed all major holidays:
Because of the current attempt of the Church to aid in curtailing the spread of the
coronavirus the Family History Center will be closed until further notice.

Kansas Historical Society
E-mail: reference@kshs.org

Website: www.kshs.org

Address: 6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka KS 66615-1099
Telephone: 785-272-8681; Fax 785-272-8682; TTY 785-272-8681
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Closed state holidays, please check our calendar.
Guides
Indexes and Guides with guides at bottom; guides to indexes, government records,
retention schedules, and publications.
State Archives and Library: Guide to Using the Research Room when you arrive, using
the collections, our catalogs, books and magazines, manuscripts, photos, maps,
microfilm, census, Kansas newspapers, open reference, State Archives resources, and
staff assistance.
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Topeka Genealogical Society
Identity Quest Reveal Team
Cindy Cruz is a self-taught family historian. She has become immersed in
researching and writing about her ancestors since retiring from her 38year career as a music teacher in the Topeka Auburn-Washburn School
District seven years ago. She enjoys volunteering for the Topeka
Genealogical Society and learning new research techniques from books,
webinars and conference attendance. Most of her ancestors were
European immigrants to the Province of Pennsylvania in the late 1600s and
early 1700s. Quaker and German Palatine records are her favorite
resources. She wants to leave a legacy of written biographies of her family
members and ancestors for her grandchildren and their descendants.

SHERRI CAMP is the Genealogy Librarian at the Topeka & Shawnee
County Public Library in Topeka, Kansas, where she teaches regular
classes on genealogy and organizes cultural heritage programs
promoting genealogy and family history research. She has been a
genealogist for over 30 years. She has a BA History, BA Sociology,
and a Masters in Liberal Studies with a History and Technology focus
from Washburn University in Topeka, Kansas; she also holds a
Certificate in Genealogy from Brigham Young University.
Marty Flannagan completed an associate degree at Washburn
University in education but completed her BA in Business
Management at the University of Illinois at Springfield, IL. Close to
Retirement, Marty picked up the hobby of Genealogy to research
her family, but she wanted to prove what she had was correct.
She decided to test her DNA. The rest is history. She started
teaching DNA at the Topeka Genealogical Society (TGS) six years
ago. She completed a week of training with Ce Ce Moore and
another week with Blaine Bettinger. Marty also attended a week
taking DNA classes at Root Tech at Salt Lake, Utah from the experts. She has taken her
genealogy to the next level, as she has proven her lines, to National Society of the Daughters
of The American Revolutionary War, Colonial Dames of the 17th Century, Daughters of the
American Colonies, War of 1812, Daughters of Union Vets of the Civil War & General Society
Mayflower Descendants and has found 4 pilgrims in celebration of 400 years of their landing
in America.
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