
2018 Book Group in a Bag Survey - 

Titles Under Consideration: 

Instructions: Please read over the list of titles we are considering adding 

and their descriptions.  For each one, mark if you “like” “dislike” or are “not 

sure” about it.  After marking this, please answer the two questions at the 

end which ask for your #1 choice, additional titles you would recommend 

and some feedback on the size of the books we choose for our kits. 

The Book Group in a Bag team thanks you so much for your feedback.  We 

are glad that we can have our groups participate in this process.   

This survey can also be taken online at  

[Insert Survey Link] 

Please return this survey to any service desk at the main Library building 

by Sunday, May 27, 2016.  Your group can also place their completed 

surveys in a book kit that is returned before that date. 

Here are the choices, in alphabetical order by title: 

 

The 100 Year Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and 

Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson 

Fiction; Published in  2012; 384 pages 
 

 

 

 

After a long and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to 

be his last stop. The only problem is that he's still in good health, and in one day, he 

turns 100. A big celebration is in the works, but Allan really isn't interested (and he'd like 

a bit more control over his vodka consumption). So he decides to escape. He climbs out 

the window in his slippers and embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected journey, 

involving, among other surprises, a suitcase stuffed with cash, some unpleasant 

criminals, a friendly hot-dog stand operator, and an elephant. 

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   

https://tscpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/532603112


The Alice Network by Kate Quinn  

Fiction; Published in 2017, 448 pages 

 

 

 

It's 1947 and American college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant, 

unmarried, and on the verge of being thrown out of her family. She's 

also nursing a fervent belief that her beloved French cousin Rose, who disappeared in 

Nazi-occupied France during the war, might still be alive somewhere. So when Charlie's 

family banishes her to Europe to have her "little problem" take care of, Charlie breaks 

free and heads to London determined to pursue her only lead to the whereabouts of her 

cousin: retired spy Eve Gardiner. Inspired by the exploits of a real-life World War I 

intelligence network. 

Beartown: a novel by Fredrik Backman 

Fiction; Published in 2017, 336 pages 
 

 

 

 

People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community nestled deep in 

the forest, it is slowly losing ground to the ever encroaching trees. But down by the lake 

stands an old ice rink, built generations ago by the working men who founded this town. 

And in that ice rink is the reason people in Beartown believe tomorrow will be better 

than today. Their junior ice hockey team is about to compete in the national semi-finals. 

All the dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders of a few teenage boys.  However 

the semi-final match is the catalyst for a violent act that will leave a town in turmoil. 

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett 

Fiction; Published in 2001, 304 pages 
 

 

 

 

Somewhere in South America, at the home of the country's vice 

president, a lavish birthday party is being held in honor of Mr. 

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   



Hosokawa, a powerful Japanese businessman. Roxanne Coss, opera's most revered 

soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with her singing. It is a perfect 

evening -- until a band of gun-wielding terrorists breaks in through the air-conditioning 

vents and takes the entire party hostage. But what begins as a panicked, life-

threatening scenario slowly evolves into something quite different, as terrorists and 

hostages forge unexpected bonds and people from different countries and continents 

become compatriots.  

Movie adaption scheduled for release in 2018 

Enlightenment Now: The Case for Reason, Science, 

Humanism and Progress by Steven Pinker 

Non-Fiction; Published in 2018, 528 pages 

 

 

 

 

Is the world really falling apart? Is the ideal of progress obsolete? In 

this elegant assessment of the human condition in the third millennium, cognitive 

scientist and public intellectual Steven Pinker urges us to step back from the gory 

headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our psychological biases. Instead, 

follow the data: In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows that life, health, 

prosperity, safety, peace, knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not just in the 

West, but worldwide. This progress is not the result of some cosmic force. It is a gift of 

the Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and science can enhance human 

flourishing. 

The Girl Before by JP Delaney 

Fiction; Published in 2017, 320 pages 
 

 

 

 

Please make a list of every possession you consider essential to your life. The request 

seems odd, even intrusive—and for the two women who answer, the consequences are 

devastating. 

EMMA: Reeling from a traumatic break-in, Emma wants a new place to live. But none of 

the apartments she sees are affordable or feel safe. Until One Folgate Street. The 

house is an architectural masterpiece. But there are rules and the enigmatic architect 

who designed the house retains full control of what the occupant can possess. 

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   



JANE: After a personal tragedy, Jane needs a fresh start. When she finds One Folgate 

Street she is instantly drawn to the space—and to its aloof but seductive creator. 

Moving in, Jane soon learns about the untimely death of the home’s previous tenant, a 

woman similar to Jane in age and appearance. 

Hillbilly Elegy by J D Vance 

Non-Fiction: Published in 2016, 352 pages 

 

 

 

J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class 

decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. 

The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were 

“dirt poor and in love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in 

the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty around them.  Vance’s grandparents, aunt, 

uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother, struggle profoundly with the demands of their 

new middle-class life, and are never able to fully escape the family legacy of abuse, 

alcoholism and poverty.  

 If The Creek Don’t Rise by Leah Weiss  

Fiction; Published in 2016, 340 pages 

 
 

 

Sadie Blue has been a wife for fifteen days. That's long enough to 

know she should have never hitched herself to Roy Tupkin, even with the baby. 

Sadie is desperate to make her own mark on the world, but in remote Appalachia, a 

ticket out of town is hard to come by, and hope often gets stomped out.  When a 

stranger sweeps into Baines Creek and knocks things off kilter, Sadie finds herself with 

an unexpected lifeline...if she can just figure out how to use it. 
 

 

 

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   



Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the 

Birth of the FBI by David Grann  

Non-Fiction; Published in 2017; 352 pages 
 
 

 

 

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage 

Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage lived in 

style. Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. More and more Osage were 

dying under mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to investigate the 

killings were themselves murdered. 

As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, 

J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger to try to unravel the mystery. 

Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 

Fiction; Published in 2017, 368 pages 
 

 

 

February 1862. The Civil War is less than one year old.  

President Lincoln’s beloved eleven-year-old son, Willie, dies and is 

laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery. Newspapers report that a grief-stricken Lincoln 

returns, alone, to the crypt several times to hold his boy’s body. 

From that seed of historical truth, George Saunders spins an unforgettable story of 

familial love and loss that breaks free of its historical framework into a supernatural 

realm both hilarious and terrifying. Willie Lincoln finds himself in a strange purgatory 

where ghosts mingle, gripe and enact bizarre acts of penance. Within this transitional 

state—called, in the Tibetan tradition, the bardo—a struggle erupts over Willie’s soul. 

Winner of the Man Booker Prize 

 

My Absolute Darling by Gabriel Tallent 

Fiction; Published in 2017, 480 pages 

 

 

 

 

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like  Dislike Not Sure 

   



Turtle Alveston is a survivor. At fourteen, she roams the woods along the California 

coast. The creeks, tide pools, and rocky islands are her haunts and her hiding grounds, 

and she is known to wander for miles. But while her physical world is expansive, her 

personal one is small and treacherous: Turtle has grown up isolated since the death of 

her mother, in the thrall of her tortured and charismatic father, Martin.  

Then Turtle meets Jacob, a high-school boy who tells jokes, lives in a big clean house, 

and looks at Turtle as if she is the sunrise. And for the first time, the larger world begins 

to come into focus and her life with Martin is neither safe nor sustainable. 

Nomadland by Jessica Bruder 

Non-Fiction; Published in 2017, 320 pages 
 

 

 

From the beet fields of North Dakota to Amazon’s CamperForce 

program, employers have discovered a new labor pool, made up 

largely of transient older Americans. Finding that social security comes up short these 

casualties of the Great Recession have taken to the road in RVs, travel trailers, and 

vans, forming a community of migrant laborers who call themselves “workampers.” 

In a secondhand vehicle she christens “Van Halen,” Bruder hits the road to get to know 

these workers more intimately. Accompanying them from campground toilet cleaning to 

the dangerous work of beet harvesting, Bruder tells a compelling, eye-opening tale of 

the dark underbelly of the American economy.  

 

The Pearl That Broke It’s Shell by Nadia Hashimi 

Fiction; Published in 2014, 464 pages 

 

 

 
Kabul 2007:  The Taliban rule the streets.  With a drug-addicted 

father and no brothers Rahima and her sisters can rarely leave the house or attend 

school Their only hope lies in the ancient Afghan custom of bacha posh which allows 

young Rahima to dress and be treated as a son until she is of marriageable age As a 

boy she has the kind of freedom that was previously unimaginable, freedom that will 

transform her forever. But Rahima is not the first in her family to adopt this unusual 

custom. A century earlier her great-great-grandmother Shekiba saved herself and built a 

new life in the same way.   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   



The Scribe of Siena by Melodie Winawer 

Fiction; Published in 2016; 480 pages 

 

 

 

Neurosurgeon Beatrice Trovato knows that her deep empathy for 

her patients is starting to impede her work. So when her brother 

passes away, she welcomes the trip to the Tuscan city of Siena to 

resolve his estate.  But as she delves deeper into her brother’s affairs, she discovers 

intrigue she never imagined—a 700-year-old conspiracy to decimate the city. 

As Beatrice explores the evidence further, she uncovers the journal and paintings of the 

fourteenth-century artist Gabriele Accorsi. But when she finds a startling image of her 

own face, she is suddenly transported to the year 1347. She awakens in a Siena 

unfamiliar to her, one that will soon be hit by the Plague.  

The Secret Wisdom Earth by Chrisopher Scotton 

Fiction; Published in 2015, 480 pages 
 

 

 

 

After seeing the death of his younger brother in a terrible home 

accident, fourteen-year-old Kevin and his grieving mother come to 

live for the summer with Kevin's grandfather. In this town of Medgar, Kentucky, a coal 

town deep in Appalachia, Kevin quickly falls in with a hollow kid named Buzzy Fink who 

schools him in the mysteries of the woods. 

The town is plagued by a mining company that is blowing up the hills and back filling the 

hollows. Kevin's grandfather and others in town attempt to rally the citizens against the 

"company" and its owner to stop the plunder of their mountain heritage. But when Buzzy 

witnesses a brutal hate crime, a sequence is set in play that will test Buzzy and Kevin to 

their limits in an epic struggle for survival in the Kentucky mountains. 

 

She’s Come Undone by Wally Lamb 

Fiction; Published in 1994, 405 pages 

 

 

 

 

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

https://tscpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/897415112


Meet Dolores Price. She's thirteen, wise-mouthed but wounded, having bid her 

childhood goodbye. Beached like a whale in front of her bedroom TV, she spends the 

next few years nourishing herself with the Mallomars, potato chips, and Pepsi her 

anxious mother supplies. When she finally rolls into young womanhood at 257 pounds, 

Dolores is no stronger and life is no kinder. But this time she's determined to rise to the 

occasion and give herself one more chance before really going belly up. 

In this extraordinary odyssey, Wally Lamb invites us to hitch a ride on a journey of love 

and renewal with the most heartbreakingly comical heroine to come along in years. 

 

Sing, Unburied, Sing by by Jesmyn Ward 

Fiction; Published in 2017, 288 pages 

 

 

Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to understand what it means to 

be a man. He doesn’t lack in fathers to study, chief among them his 

Black grandfather, Pop. But there are other men who complicate his understanding: his 

White father, Michael, who is being released from prison; his White grandfather, Big 

Joseph, who won’t acknowledge his existence; and the memories of his dead uncle, 

Given, who died as a teenager. 

His mother, Leonie, is an inconsistent presence in his and his toddler sister’s lives. 

When the children’s father is released from prison, Leonie packs her kids and drives 

north to Parchman Farm, the State Penitentiary. At Parchman, there is another boy, the 

ghost of a dead inmate who carries all of the ugly history of the South with him in his 

wandering. He has something to teach Jojo about fathers and sons, about legacies, 

about violence, about love.  

Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction 

Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel  

 Fiction; Published in 2014; 354 pages 

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   



Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood 

actor, had a heart attack on stage. That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic 

arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know it came to an end. 

Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world with a 

small troupe of actors and musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, 

and they have dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art and humanity alive. 

But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent prophet who 

will threaten the band’s existence.  
 

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

Fiction; Published in 2016; 304 pages 

 

 

 

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. An outcast even among her fellow 

Africans, she is on the cusp of womanhood—where greater pain awaits. And so when 

Caesar, a slave who has recently arrived from Virginia, urges her to join him on the 

Underground Railroad, she seizes the opportunity and escapes with him. In Colson 

Whitehead's ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor: 

engineers and conductors operate a secret network of tracks and tunnels beneath the 

Southern soil. Cora embarks on a harrowing flight from one state to the next, 

encountering, like Gulliver, strange yet familiar iterations of her own world at each stop. 

Winner of the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize.  

The Yard by Alex Grecian 

Fiction; Published in 2012, 320 pages 

 

 

 

Victorian London—a violent cesspool of squalid sin. The twelve detectives of Scotland 

Yard’s Murder Squad are expected to solve the crimes committed in the city each 

month. Formed after the Metropolitan Police’s failure in capturing Jack the Ripper, they 

suffer under public contempt. But no one can anticipate the murder of one of their own. 

A Scotland Yard Inspector has been found in a black steamer trunk at Euston Square 

Station, his eyes and mouth sewn shut. When Walter Day is assigned to the case, he 

finds an ally in Dr. Kingsley, the Yard’s first forensic pathologist. Their conclusion: this 

was not just a random murder but in all probability, the first of twelve. 

Local Author. 

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   

Like Dislike Not Sure 

   



 

 Do you have any other suggestions of books to be added to our Book 

Group in a Bag Collection? 

 

 Would your book club be interested in being listed in a public list of 

area book clubs that are open to new members?  If so, please give us a 

name and contact information below 
 

Name of your group: 

 

 

Contact Person: 

 

 

Phone Number and/or E-mail Address: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library  
 785-580-4555  www.tscpl.org bookkits@tscpl.org 

 

http://www.tscpl.org/
mailto:bookkits@tscpl.org


 


