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 How would you describe the first steps toward 
publishing? What are the most important 
things for first-time authors to know? 

 On the quest to publication, a writer will at 
some point likely face "The Synopsis." As 
daunting as the task of writing the synopsis is, 
what most confounds the writer is the agents' 
and publishers' differing definitions of a 
synopsis. One wants a play-by-play summary 
of every moment in the book, while another is 
truly searching for a book blurb. Is there a 
way to determine what agents and publishers 
are looking for before making a horrible 
mistake? Any advice on synopses in general? 

 Do self-publishing authors need traditional 
publishers or traditional review sources to 
confer a “seal of approval” on self-published 
titles? Do you see any alternatives emerging? 

 What reason(s) would a mildly or moderately, 
or more, successful independent author have 
for seeking traditional publishing? 

 Where do you see self-publishing going?  
 What role does a literary agent play in today's 

book publishing business? If someone is self-
publishing, are there roles or tasks that a 
literary agent WOULD fill that the writer now 
needs to make sure are done? 

 How do self-published writers get meaningful 
reviews for their covers?  

 
 

 Do you have recommendations on where 
self-publishing authors can purchase cover 
art or hire a cover artist?  Conversely, do you 
have a recommendation on where cover 
artists can go to advertise availability and 
promote their art? 

 For writers going the traditional direct-submit 
route, when a contract gets offered, should 
they then look for a literary agent? Or will a 
local lawyer be able to navigate the contract 
well enough to protect the author?  

 Some deals have been announced that are 
format-centric (for example, "ebook rights 
only"). Have you seen those be successful for 
all parties? What do you foresee -- more, the 
same, or fewer? 

 Particularly with the news of All Romance 
eBooks shuttering and the royalty settlement 
offers, what actions should authors, either 
self-published or traditionally published, take 
to ensure that they're distributing to retailers 
that are set-up appropriately to protect 
everyone's income? 

 Do you have a baseline of what an author 
must have before you will take them on as a 
client?  What has made you turn people 
away? 

 Do you offer services for small presses as 
well as authors? 

 
 

what publishing insiders 

wish authors knew 
Submitted questions and resource links compiled for 1/4/17 event with Julie 

Trelstad at the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library  

http://www.julieink.com/    

http://www.julieink.com/


what publishing insiders 

wish authors knew 

 Can you name some specifics -- sales numbers, 
return on investment, Amazon rank increase, 
etc. – you have helped improve for indie 
authors? What went right? Can you provide 
examples of less than optimal outcomes and 
what you learned from them? 

 Do you have any specific advice for a 
prospective author of a self-help book for those 
who are hearing impaired & their family 
members?  And more generally, how can writers 
find genre-specific publishing information and 
how important is researching your genre’s 
publishing differences? 

 Are your services genre specific? For example, 
how do you modify the marketing approach if 
someone writes science fiction versus an 
individual doing cozy mysteries versus historical 
romance bodice rippers vs. a non-fiction memoir, 
etc. 

 With so many new books being uploaded onto 
Amazon, what helps one book stand out from 
another?  

 What are your recommendations for online 
advertising?  For example, in your Capital 
Journal interview this week, you mentioned 
Facebook ads, but would that still hold given 
their recent revelation about misreporting ad 
metrics? 

 What tips can you give us on creating and 
establishing an email newsletter for marketing 
and sales?  What are two more top marketing 
suggestions for someone on a limited income? 

 At one point does a yet-to-be-published author 
really need to start looking at their online 
presence and developing email newsletters?  
How long should be spent on this vs. writing, 
editing and getting the book to the market?  

 What are some of the ways that you see self-
publishing authors innovating to reach new 
readers? 

 Is there an “age limit” on books you’ll try to 
market?  For example, if a book has been 
languishing on Amazon for four years and an 
author comes to you for a boost, would you still 
enter into business with them? 

 
 

 What are a writer's most advantageous Internet 
resources to catch the attention of agents and 
publishers? Can a writer be noticed with a strong 
but less conventional social media platform? For 
instance, can a writer with a very limited or 
nonexistent Facebook and Twitter presence 
impress industry insiders if she has a thousand 
followers on Medium or Goodreads? 

 What is the absolutely necessary social 
presence a writer must have to attract an agent? 

 According to statistics at sites such as 
QueryTracker, many agents make decisions 
within the first 48 hours of receiving a query. 
What are the most important components to a 
query? How much Internet research does an 
agent put into researching her potential clients in 
those initial hours?  Generally, how much weight 
is given to a social media presence? 

 In your publishing experience, what are the 
major triggers or giveaways, that signal that an 
author is an amateur?  

 What's changed, if anything, over the past 
decade or so regarding the traditional front page 
vs. midlist author/book status progression? 

 Do traditional publishers still do huge print runs 
and remaindered books, or are the big 
businesses taking advantage of today's 
efficiencies in smaller print runs? 

 Are statistics available on what percentage of 
the self-published books "get anywhere," for 
example books that get noticed, have sales? 
What are your thoughts on average sales 
figures, or reasonable expectations? 
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