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What makes an object valuable? 
 
Is it the cost, history, or memories surrounding it? Perhaps it’s 
our personal attachment or someone else’s judgment? The 
Alice C. Sabatini Gallery asked three questions: What is the 
object, what is its story, and why do you keep it? 
 
People shared memories of family, friends, and events. The 
objects in this exhibit aren’t worth a lot of money, but they 
are worth a great deal to the people who own them. We all keep 
mementos. Our memories create stories. Our stories about 
these items are one way objects acquire meaning and value. 
 
This exhibit isn’t about the stuff, it’s about stories—how an object’s 
history can transform something from insignificant to invaluable. 
Stories make us who we are and help build community.  
 
This is our story! 
 

PS—A big thanks to everyone who loaned us their MVPs! 
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Stuff & Stories 
Sat | Jan 26 | 10 AM – 3 PM | Sabatini Gallery 
Bring your Most Valuable Possession or a photo of it and tell 
us your story. We’ll take a picture of you and your “MVP” and 
record your story for an online community project. 
 
The Great Gatsby First Friday ArtWalk 
Fri | Feb 1| 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM | Sabatini Gallery 
Enjoy music of The Great Gatsby era, along with refreshments 
and conversations about art. 
 
Art Deco Zentangles 
Sat | Feb 9 | 10 AM – 12 PM | Marvin 101C 
Learn the creative process and study 1920s Art Deco to inspire 
your own zentangle designs by creating beautiful images 
from repetitive patterns. All ranges of skill, interest and age. 
No registration required. 
 
World, Art & You—Drawing: Tools & Techniques 
Mon | Feb 11 | 10 AM – 11 AM | Marvin 101A 
Free art classes for all experience levels. Observe and discuss 
drawing from the Sabatini Gallery art collection. Try your hand at 
line drawing with graphite, charcoal pencils and conté crayon. 
Registration required: 785-580-4515. 
 
First Friday Artwalk 
Fri | Mar 1| 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM | Sabatini Gallery 
There are only two more weeks for the MVP—Most Valued 
Possessions exhibit. Stop in and share your stories about your 
favorite things, too. 
 
World, Art & You—Drawing: Value & Composition 
Mon | Mar 11 | 10 AM – 11 AM | Marvin 101A 
Free art classes for all experience levels. Create a composition 
of forms using value techniques. Observe and discuss drawing 
from the Sabatini Gallery art collection. Registration required: 
785-580-4515. 

RELATED EVENTS 

In 2013, we're kicking off the year exploring “value” with an 
exhibit featuring personal items from people in our community. 
The objects on display met a simple criteria: What is your most 
valued possession—what would you feel lost without? You’ll be 
surprised by the results and accompanying stories! 

Try this conversation starter the 
next time you’re at dinner.  

 What’s the ONE 
THING you own that 
you can’t replace? 

 Like, what’s my 
most valued 
possession? 

 Yeah—tornado’s 
coming. What 
do you grab? 
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“Stories are such a powerful driver 
of emotional value that their effect on 
any given object’s subjective value can 

actually be measured objectively.” 
-Rob Walker and Joshua Glenn 

significantobjects.com 

LIBRARY RESOURCES 
www.loc.gov/preservation/family 
 
Every object is made of chemicals—liquid, solid, or gas. 
These interact to cause chemical reactions and damage. 
Water (moisture), pollutants (like dust and fumes), heat, and 
light cause damage. Caring for your collections preserves them 
for generations. This site will get you started. 
 

Collectibles Neighborhood at your Library  
Established in 2012, this area of the library houses a vast     
reference collection, current art magazines in the Periodicals 
Room and reference tools. For more information, contact: 
 
 Deb Bryan | dbryan@tscpl.org 
 Collectibles Neighborhood librarian   
 Christina Callison | ccallison@tscpl.org 
 Collectibles Neighborhood specialist 
 

Sabatini Gallery Staff | 785-580-4515 
 
The Library is a great place to start researching your collection. 
We have many tools at your disposal including a knowledgeable 
staff of librarians, art historians, special collections librarians 
and studio artists.  

My MVPs 

Material World 

339.47 MEN 

The Story of Stuff 

178 LEO 

Sylvester and the 
Magic Pebble 

STORIES STE 

In My Grandmother’s 
House 

306.8745 IN M  

Reminisce (DVD)

973.91 REM  

Good Old Days 
Magazine 

390 GOO 

Think of four things you own that you can’t live without 
(your MVPs.) Then draw your Most Valued Possessions 
in the shadow box above. Write a short description of 
what they are and why they are so important to you in 
the space below. 
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