
Nicodemus: Children of the Promised Land 

PRESENTATION BY: ANGELA BATES 

(785) 839-8200 
angela@ruraltel.net 

 

Nicodemus, a small, unincorporated town in Graham County, is the only remaining western 
town established by African Americans during the Reconstruction Period following the Civil 
War. Black homesteaders settled the town, which today is a National Historic Site. This pictorial 
history explores the unique experience of mothers and their children in Nicodemus, some of 
whom were the first members of their families born free. Within the context of settling in the 
West and at the end of Reconstruction. 

This presentation discusses the dynamics of mothers and their children after slavery, stories of 
children conceived in slavery but born free, and the contrast of life and decisions based on the 
simple concept of “choice,” which freedom afforded. 

 


