
Writing your Bio: Some Tips 

Sell yourself, but don’t be sleazy about it.  

 

- Read other bios and see what is compelling to you about them. What impression are you trying 

to make? You can browse the internet, of course, but I did spend one lovely afternoon going 

through my favorite books in my bookshelf getting to know my favorite authors a little better. 

- It will come in handy to have 2-3 versions of your bio. A brief twitter-sized bio for some social 

media sites or for contributor byline material, a mid-range (think about 250 words) for shorter 

marketing material, and an extended version for places such as your websites or for interview 

sheets. It is efficient to have a standard bio to have on hand when needed, but if you have the 

time to personalize that bio to relate to the publication it will be appearing in, that adds a nice 

touch. 

- You don’t have to start at the beginning- cut to the good stuff. 

- Writing your bio in 3rd person is the general suggestion. It may seem a little awkward and 

pretentious at first but will ultimately help you be more objective. For the longer bios, it may be 

good to use your name in place of your pronoun occasionally to cut up the repetition. 

- Make it good reading. Don’t forget the human touch. Author Cameron Peirce illustrates this 

nicely in describing the allure of one of his own favorite authors: “When I discovered the books 

of Carlton Mellick III as a teenager living in Bakersfield (the armpit of California), I was enthralled 

not only with his work, but the image he conveyed through his introductions and author bios. 

Not only was he this badass writer with mutton chops, his books were shunned by most 

bookstores and libraries and he lived in the coolest city in the country – and that city was Mecca 

for contemporary underground fiction. He made Portland out to be a place that rained tattoos, 

where Pabst Blue Ribbon served as currency, and weirdness was a way of life. It sounded like a 

dream—my dream.”  

- Use some of your achievements for credibility. Mention your greatest writing achievement, 

sure, but not all of your achievements have to be about your writing. The important thing to 

remember here is that they should be relevant to your writing, not necessarily your publications 

only. For instance, if you write cookbooks but also won a round of Chopped, feel free to brag 

about it. You see the connection there. Alternatively, if you both write Paranormal Romance and 

make award-winning barbeque sauce, you may leave the barbeque sauce mention to a different 

venue. 

- A little note about formatting: A standard way to mention your published material is to put the 

title in parenthesis (not quotation marks). For longer bios, you may include the name of the 

publisher and the year of publication. 

- Read your bio aloud when you are finished reading it. This will help you ascertain whether it is 

coherent and has a good rhythm.  

- Get some outside perspective. Write a couple versions and get feedback. 

- Photo? Plan it and let it say something about yourself and your writing. 

- Maintain your story. Update you bio as your awards and applauds come rolling in. Make sure to 

keep your website and other mentions of your work up to date. Keep a history of your past bios 

if you would like. It can be interesting to see them evolve over time. My first bio included all 



kinds of random elements such as roller skates, accordians, and a stuffed mink named Mindy. 

Although it is amusing to crack that time capsule open every once in a while, it is nice to see that 

my bio has grown up a little bit with me. 

 

 

 

 

BONUS Examples from our Community Novel Project: 

 

These two really targeted towards the project and the audience: 

Chris Blocker has never seen a ghost, but he hears them occasionally, especially at night when it’s dark. 

Ghosts do not care that he holds an MFA in Writing from the University of Nebraska and an English 

degree from Washburn. They may have read his work previously in the Dia de los Muertos anthology—

also full of ghosts stories—or Inscape. His novel, The Weeds Shall Inherit, is currently in revision. 

Although ghosts may be friendly, Blocker keeps a security blanket nearby just in case. 

Sky Kendall has visited some really creepy places. As a tracker for the Potwin Paranormal Society, he 

investigated Potwin homes and the old Menninger grounds. He also made a trip to Atchison, Kansas, in 

search of evidence of the supernatural. His interests include photography, animation, music 

composition, and game development. He has never been haunted by a frog costume, though he’s 

occasionally visited by the specter of an overly large lunch. 

And a bit more traditional: 

Brian W Allen grew up in the Panama Canal Zone. He is an RN and Washburn University graduate with 

over 50 publishing credits in magazines, literary journals, and newspapers. He has short story collections 

offered by Kindle and his book, “My Paradise Lost, Misadventures to manhood in the Panama Canal 

Zone,” has met critical acclaim and is available as an e-book, paperback, and audio book through 

Amazon. He is currently writing a novel about rediscovering the west in a depopulated future. For fun he 

and his wife race antique motorcycles for land speed records on the Bonneville Salt Flats. 

Prepared by Amber Bonnett for the Local Author Workshop 2014 at the Topeka and Shawnee County 

Public Library 

 

 


