
October 4 – November 17, 2013 

Works from the library’s permanent collection 
 

If one says ‘red’—the name of a color—and there 
are fifty people listening, it can be expected that 

there will be fifty reds in their minds. And one can 
be sure that all these reds will be very different.  

– Josef Albers 
 
Red. This simple word evokes a variety of conflicting 
meanings and emotions: love and anger, life and 
war, prestige and aggression, good luck and evil.  
How can one color both attract and repel at the 
same time? 
 
Red is one of the oldest colors and was the first 
color named after white and black. This primary 
color can be found all over and in the very earth we 
walk on. Before the 19th century, red was obtained 
from natural sources: plants, animals, and minerals. 
During the 19th century two German chemists created 
the first artificial red, alizarin crimson. The ability 
to create various new hues and shades has led to 
an explosion of reds. 
 
After you experience RED, you will be amazed, 
smarter, and wiser to the effects this color can 
have on your life. 
 
Discover the power of RED. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Red is one of the top two favorite 
colors of all people. 

 
Red is the most popular color used on 
flags in the world. Approximately 77% 

of all flags include red. 
 

Red is the international color for stop. 
 

Red districts sell sex and pornography 
in every European culture. 

 
The history of languages reveals that red 

is the first color after black and white. 
All languages have words for black and 

white. If a third hue exists, it is red. 

Conversation Starter 
An idiom is a unique cultural phrase whose 

meaning can't be figured out simply by looking up 
each individual word in the dictionary. 

Can you think of any others? 

red-blooded 
patriotic 
 
redneck 
ignorant person 
 
in the red 
economic loss 
 
red tape  
excess details 
 
red letter day 
memorable event 
 
paint the town red 
celebrate 
 
seeing red 
angry 

caught red-handed 
clearly guilty 
 
red in the face 
embarrassed 
 
red flag 
danger warning 
 
not worth a red cent 
having no value 
 
red carpet treatment 
give royal treatment 
 
red herring 
misleading clue 
 
take the red eye 
to fly overnight 

IMAGE: Gabor Peterdi, untitled (c. 1974), lithograph; 74.12 



 EVENTS 
 
RED First Friday Artwalk and Opening Reception 
Friday | Oct 4 | 5:30 – 8:30 PM 
Join us for a very RED First Friday. Discover how the 
eye perceives this amazing color as well as its many 
meanings and interpretations. Light refreshments and 
great conversation. Free artwalk shuttle runs from the 
west side of the Library parking lot. Bring a friend! 
 
Community Altered Books Exhibit 
Oct 7 – Nov 18, 2013 | Library Rotunda & Hallway 
Discover books of a different sort as you walk through 
the library. Be amazed by the 3D book-themed artwork 
created by community members. 
 
World, Art & You—Color! 
Saturday | October 26 | 3 – 5 PM | Marvin 101C 
See how colors are made and learn why color matters 
as we investigate color theory in a presentation. FREE, 
but registration required: 785-580-4515. 
 
RED November First Friday Artwalk 
Friday | November 1 | 5:30 – 8:30 PM 
If you missed the opening reception last month, now's 

your big chance to see this showcase of all things RED 

from the permanent collection. Come early at 5PM 

and learn to hand-dye a silk scarf to take home. 

Color: Mastering 
the Art of 

Mixing Colors 
750.18 EDW 

A Perfect Red 
667.26 GRE 

Color: The Secret 
Influence 

701.85 FEH 

Color Me Science 
507.8 COL 

Seven Blind Mice 
ANIMALS YOU 

Color Zoo 
STORIES EHL 

SUGGESTED READING Exhibit-related materials for you to check out! 

TRY THIS AT HOME 
Make a primary and secondary color collage 

Using found objects like plastic 
lids, magazine pages, fabric, 
buttons, etc., you can create 
a color wheel collage like the 
one you see below.  
 
Keep it small on a piece of 
paper, or go big and fill your 
driveway. Either way, you 
first need to divide a circle 

into six sections (see drawing above). Then, for example, 
begin collecting RED things and put them in the “RED” area. 
Repeat with each color until done. 
 
SHOW US YOUR WORK: Take a picture of your collage, 
email it to us at the gallery (broe@tscpl.org), and look for it 
to appear on our Facebook page! 
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“The true color of life is the color of the 
body, the color of the covered red, the 

implicit and not explicit red of the living 
heart and the pulses. It is the modest 

color of the unpublished blood.” 
 

–Alice Meynell 


