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DORA AGBAS 
Fire 

This quilt uses 
self-similar lines and 

organic shapes to 
imply the upward path 

of flames in a fire. 

CAROL WATKINS 
Green Sonata 
This quilt uses green 
and red complimentary 
colors with geometric 
shapes to make colors 
pop and focus the 
viewer’s eye. 

JUDITH TRAGER 
Watermelon Summer 
This quilt uses self-
similar lines and a mix of 
organic and geometric 
shapes to suggest a 
sense of chaos and 
controlled energy. 

Art quilts are made up of several different pieces of material, like 
a fabric collage. Colors and patterns are used to reflect the 
artist’s feelings, thoughts and insights. 

Some of the quilts in this exhibit are about nature: things like 
seeing a beautiful animal, a peaceful sunset, or what winter feels 
like on our skin. Now it’s your turn to tell a “fabric story”. 

Below are 4 empty quilt squares that need your help. Pick one 
of the suggested nature themes, and using COLOR, SHAPE, LINE, 
and PATTERN, design a quilt based on your interpretation. 

THEME 1: 

Design a square for how 
each of these natural 

elements feels: 
RAIN, SNOW, COOL 

BREEZE, and SUNSHINE. 

THEME 2: 

In each square, tell a story 
about your favorite animal 
or pet. What does it eat? 
What does it do? What 

does it look like? How does 
that animal make you feel? TIPS BEFORE YOU START: 

As you design your quilt, think about how 
colors work together. Play with different 
kinds of line, make patterns that help you 
express your theme. Explore different shapes 
and how they give a voice to your story. 

  

  



Material Conversations is a juried 

competition showcasing 19 works by 10 

artists. This selection of contemporary 

explorations in fiber arts comes from the 

Kansas-based group, EDGE, an 

organization with regional to international 

membership consisting of fiber artists, art 

quilters, and mixed media artists. 

These EDGE artists draw inspiration from 

the natural world, the elements, personal 

challenges, and life events. They refer to 

the calming repetitive motion of sewing, 

stitching, and putting things together to 

make something beautiful. Although each 

of them uses techniques of traditional 

quilting, these are not the typical bed 

covers we associate with quilting. Using 

cloth much like a painter works with 

pigment, these are artistic pieces of 

expression. 

Our guest curator is Lawrence, Kansas art 

quilter Sharon Bass. When planning this 

exhibit, her goal was to create 

“conversations” among the work—to set 

up relationships through the forms and 

colors in the pieces. Bass invited artist 

Bruce McIntosh of Chama, New Mexico, to 

jury the exhibit. McIntosh was asked to 

select a show that would hang well 

together and create a lively, visual 

conversation. He was intrigued by the 

relationships among the varied works 

submitted and said he looked for pieces 

that richly explored and expanded the 

conversation. 

“I think this approach is essential for 

establishing a more dynamic, stimulating 

exhibit: a show that more vibrantly 

expresses the range of possibilities of 

artists working with textiles and fibers, 

with surface and texture,” McIntosh said. 

We asked Bass why she chose a mixed-

media artist who doesn’t work in fiber as 

the juror. She responded, “The medium 

isn’t as important as the sensibility of the 

work. McIntosh uses wood and found 

objects the way we use cloth and found 

materials.” 

About the Exhibit 

Suggested Reading 

Art Quilts: 
A Celebration 
746.46 ART  

The Art Quilt 
746.46 SHA  

The Art Quilt 
746.46 SHA  

Exhibiting Artists 

Dora Abgas (Prairie Village, KS) 
Linda Filby-Fisher (Overland Park, KS) 

Jo Fitsell (Denver, CO) 

Patty Hawkins (Estes Park, CO) 

Debi Kibbee (Omaha, NE ) 

Janet L. Perkins (Lawrence, KS) 
Ruth Powers (Carbondale, KS) 

Karen Stiehl Osborn (Omaha, NE) 

Judith Trager (Boulder, CO) 

Carol Watkins (Lafayette, CO) 

Charlotte Ziebarth (Boulder, CO) 
 
 

Featuring work by... 
Sharon Bass | guest curator 

Bruce McIntosh | juror 

Marcia Derse | textile designer 
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We help 

people 

get art! 

Whether they tell stories, 
paint pictures, or combine 
color and pattern, art quilts 
can capture our imaginations 
and touch our feelings in the 
same way all good art does. 
J 
—Robert Shaw 
    writer and American folk art expert 

Bruce McIntosh, EDGE 3.0 juror | This End Up (1993) | Assemblage 

Ruth Powers |  Spring Encounter (detail) | 2009 | Fabric and thread 

Conversation Starter 

How are art quilts 
different from quilts 

on a bed? 

 
How are they 

the same? 

http://www.smwbass.com/smwbass/Home.html

