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NaNoWriMo: 

write a novel 

in 30 days 

To do great important tasks, two things are necessary: a plan 
and not quite enough time. —Unknown 
 
November is National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo).  

 

The challenge:  
to write 50,000 words 
in 30 days 
 
That’s an average of 1,667 words/day. 
 
The only thing that matters in NaNoWriMo is output. It's all 
about quantity, not quality.  
 
The kamikaze approach forces you to lower your expectations, 
take risks, and write on the fly. 

 
Writing begins November 1  
and ends November 30 
No exceptions 
 
Share your encouragement and enthusiasm with other writers 
to stay on track with your daily word count! 

 
Register at www.NaNoWriMo.org 
set your region to Kansas :: Topeka  
 
Official Topeka Municipal Liaisons 
Lissa is lysistrata  ~ Diana is dustbunnygirl 
Find us as participants on www.NaNoWriMo.org 
 
 
Contact Lissa Staley for more information 
lysistratagirl@yahoo.com  or estaley@tscpl.org 
 

 
 
 

NaNoWriMo 

2013 events 

Tell everyone you know, online and in real life, that 
you are preparing to write 50,000 words in 30 days. 
Invite them to do it too. The more the merrier and 
everyone can win! 
 
 
ONLINE FORUMS 
Post encouragement and tips at Nanowrimo.org 
under the Kansas :: Topeka forums and join the 
Facebook group: Topeka Wrimos -- 50,000 words in 
30 days.  
  
 

KICKOFF: How to Write a Novel in 30 Days 
This is the big event. Fun and helpful advice from 
former participants, plus official swag (stickers) from 
NaNo headquarters and other inspiring goodies to get 
you through the month. 
Marvin Auditorium                           
6:30-8:30 pm, Monday, October 28 
 
 

Come Write In: NaNoWriMo Write-In              
NaNoWriMo participants meet to add scenes, chapters 
and characters to their stories, compete in word wars 
and further their plots. Bring laptops for a creative and 
frantic writing session to help boost word counts. 
Menninger Room 206                     
1:00-5:00 pm, Sundays, November 3, 10, 17  
 
MARATHON WRITE-IN 
Noon-midnight, Saturday, November 16th 
More details announced on the Topeka forums at 
nanowrimo.org 
 
CAFFEINATE AND CHAT 
Socialize with other NaNoWriMo writers, share ideas 
to get unstuck, grab a bite to eat and get inspired and 
caffeinated for more writing. (Then go write!) 
6:00-7:00 pm, Wednesdays, November 6, 13, 20 
Classic Bean, 21st and Fairlawn 
 
 
FINISH LINE CELEBRATION 
Thank God It’s Over! Celebrate your amazing 
accomplishment with other writers before you return 
to your boring slow-paced post-NaNo life. 
6:00-7:00 pm, Monday, December 2 
Classic Bean, 21st and Fairlawn 
 
 
"This flier was created by an official National Novel Writing Month Municipal Liaison, 
but has not been reviewed by the National Novel Writing Month organization."  
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/239437346079934/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/239437346079934/
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NaNoWriMo: 30 days of 

fast-paced novel writing 

Valuing enthusiasm and perseverance over painstaking 

craft, NaNoWriMo is a novel-writing program for everyone 

who has thought fleetingly about writing a novel but has 

been scared away by the time and effort involved. 

Because of the limited writing window, the ONLY thing that 

matters in NaNoWriMo is output. It's all about quantity, not 

quality. This approach forces you to lower your 

expectations, take risks, and write on the fly. 

What: Writing one 50,000-word novel from scratch in a 
month's time. 

Who: You! We can't do this unless we have some other 
people trying it as well. Let's write laughably awful yet 
lengthy prose together. 

Why: The reasons are endless! To actively participate 
in one of our era's most enchanting art forms! To write 
without having to obsess over quality. To be able to make 
obscure references to passages from our novels at parties. 
To be able to mock real novelists who dawdle on and on, 
taking far longer than 30 days to produce their work. 

When: You can sign up anytime to add your name to 
the roster and browse the forums. Writing begins November 
1. To be added to the official list of winners, you must reach 
the 50,000-word mark by November 30 at midnight. Once 
your novel has been verified by our web-based team of 
robotic word counters, the partying begins. 

Where: You write wherever you’d like. On your 
computer, on your iPad, on a typewriter---anywhere is fine, 
just as long as you’re writing!  
 
As you spend November writing, you can draw comfort 
from the fact that, all around the world, other National Novel 
Writing Month participants are going through the same joys 
and sorrows of producing the Great Frantic Novel.  
In 2011, we had 256,618 participants and 36,843 of them 
crossed the 50K finish line by the midnight deadline, 
entering into the annals of NaNoWriMo superstardom 
forever. They started the month as auto mechanics, out-of-
work actors, and middle school English teachers. They 
walked away novelists. 

How NaNoWriMo Works  

(in Ten Easy Steps) 

1. Sign up for the event by clicking the "Sign Up Now" link 

at the top of the site.  

2. Check your email and read the ginormous email our 

noveling robots send you.  

3. Log into your account and use the links on the My 

NaNoWriMo page to set your timezone, affiliate with a 

region, and tell us a little bit about yourself. 

4. Begin procrastinating by reading through all the great 

advice and funny stories in the forums. Post some stories 

and questions of your own. Get excited. Get nervous. Try 

to rope someone else into doing this with you. Eat lots of 

chocolate and stockpile noveling rewards. 

5. On November 1, begin writing your novel. Your goal is to 

write a 50,000-word novel by midnight, local time, on 

November 30th.  You write on your own computer, using 

whatever software you prefer. 

6. This is not as scary as it sounds. 

7. Starting November 1, you can update your word count in 

that box at the top of the site, and post excerpts of your 

work for others to read. Watch your word-count accumulate 

and story take shape. Feel a little giddy. 

8. Write with other NaNoWriMo participants in your area. 

Write by yourself. Write. Write. Write. 

9. If you write 50,000 words of fiction by midnight, local 

time, November 30th, you can upload your novel for official 

verification, and be added to our hallowed Winner’s Page 

and receive a handsome winner’s certificate and web 

badge.  

10. Win or lose, you rock for even trying. 

The rules state that, to be an official NaNoWriMo 

winner, you must… 

 Write a 50,000-word (or longer!) novel, between 

November 1 and November 30. 

 Start from scratch. None of your own previously written 

prose can be included in your NaNoWriMo draft 
(though outlines, character sketches, and research are 
all fine, as are citations from other people's works). 

 Write a novel. We define a novel as a lengthy work of 

fiction. If you consider the book you're writing a novel, 
we consider it a novel too! 

 Be the sole author of your novel. Apart from those 

citations mentioned two bullet-points up. 

 Write more than one word repeated 50,000 times. 

 Upload your novel for word-count validation to our site 

between November 25 and November 30. 
 

Read more and sign up at 

www.nanowrimo.org 

Contact Topeka Municipal Liaison Lissa Staley  
Nanowrimo username: lysistrata  
lysistratagirl@yahoo.com  
 
"This flier was created by an official National Novel Writing Month Municipal Liaison, 

but has not been reviewed by the National Novel Writing Month organization."  

 


