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Once again, I will reiterate what has long been my juror’s mantra:  “The jurying of works of art 
is a subjective endeavor—a different juror would have chosen a different exhibition.  I do not 
accept the juror’s mantle lightly, and am uncomfortable with the role of gatekeeper and the 
notions of expertise or authority.” 
 
Quite simply, the 34 artists chosen to exhibit their works in “Topeka Competition 30” reflect 
my prejudices, my opinions and my innermost musings.  Therefore, I gravitated towards sculptural 
works with figurative imagery, implied narratives, and tight craftsmanship and attention to 
detail.  I also chose an artist who works in the realm of social/political commentary and another 
artist whose teapots reflect the aesthetics of the unglazed stonewares of Yixing, China.  As juror, 
these choices are my prerogative, and I accept responsibility for my choices.  The bottom line 
is that I chose work which simply impressed me, and sometimes even amazed me, with its 
conceptual strength and the skill of its execution.      
 
The artists in this exhibition are, generally, not nationally renowned or internationally famous.  In 
fact, there was only one artist out of the 72 artists who entered the competition whose work I 
recognized from previous exhibitions, publications or workshops.  Nonetheless, the artists in 
Topeka Competition 30 are, for the most part, artists whose work is not only aesthetically 
strong, but work which displays a tremendous potential for future evolution.  I will look forward to 
observing growth in their future work, and wish all of the artists abundantly productive lives.    
 
One final note:  I chose work on the basis of the quality of the work alone, as I perceived 
it.  While jurying, I never look at the gender or ethnic diversity revealed by the names of the 
artists.  When it is all over, I take a count of such things, but only out of curiosity.  It is of interest 
that, without any predefined quotas for “balance”, of the 34 artists selected, 20 are women, 
12 are men, and there is one woman/man team.  It has been obvious to me, for a long time, 
that being an artist transcends gender or any other human classification.   
 
 
–Richard Notkin   


